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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
THE SAMARITAN OF THE SEAS. 


Dedicatory hymn for the launching of the first American deep-sea mission vessel, 
yy Dr. Wu. Hat, inscribed to Mrs. Bette M. Carron, of Gloucester, Mass. 


All hail, thou beauteous vessel, Then haste, thou white evangel, 
Evangel of the seas! Sweep thou the sea for souls; 
With hands of blessing on thee With a searchlight of salvation 
We give thee to the breeze. To show sin’s reefs and shoals, 
In the name of the heavenly Pilot God speed, thou noble vessel, 
Who came all souls to save, God speed, thou captain true, 
We name thee Good Samaritan, God speed, ye spars and cables, 
And send_thee o’er the wave. God speed, ye gallant crew. 


OUR COUNTRY FOR THE WORLD! 


Jur country for the world! we sing, Oh, broader than her wide domains 
But in no worldly way; Be her desigas divine; 
Jur country to the Lord we bring, And richer than her golden veins 
And fervent for her pray: Her charities benign; 
sod made her true; God make her pure; Firmer than buttressed mountain tower 
God make her wise and good; Her fixed faith in Thee; 
{nd through her may the Christ make Her triumphs nobler through Thy power 
sure Than gain on land or sea! 
-Man’s world-wide brotherhood! America! America! 
America! America! ’Gainst wrong thy might be hurl- 
*Gainst wrong thy might be hurled; ed; 
For thee we lift our loud huzza! For thee we lift our loud huzza! 


Our country for the world! Our country for the world! 
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Great God, our country for the world! Till all below for Him be won 
And all the world for Thee! Who reigns o’er realms above! 
Christ’s banner o’er all lands unfurled America! America! 
In high expectancy! ’Gainst wrong thy might be hurled; 
Fair day of God, speed on, speed on! For thee we lift our loud huzza! 
Speed truth and peace and love; Our country for the world! 


Denis Wortman, D.D. 


HS eo 8 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


Tue N. Y. Port Soctrtry has issued its eightieth annual. report. 
The corresponding secretary, Mr. Brouwer, says that the Mariners’ 
Church began with a membership of 60, in 1856, and subsequent to~ 
that date has received 2,936, mostly sailors, and nearly all on confes- 
sion of faith. Of these 55 were received during the past year and they 
were from 15 different countries. Then follow details of the varied 
work done by the Mariners’ Church, under Mr. Bovtz, with its 
attendance of 37,213 during the year, under Miss BoRNEMAN and 
Messrs. Matrrson, KrrtH, McCormack, HAGGLUND and PopIN, with 
their preaching, teaching, visiting of ships and boarding- houses, let- 
ter-writing, and numberless favors to seamen that cannot be named. 
The anti-climax of this record of another year’s successful work is 
debt, the contraction of the work and a decrease in the number of the 
workers. What prosperous church has received an average of about 
70 persons a year for about 42 years? What church among the best 
has shown a better average of consistency among its members than the 
Mariners’ Church? . What church has had a higher average of fidelity 
in its pulpit or a more faithful band of pastor’s assistants than the 
Mariners’ Church? What church has been manned and carried on 

‘under harder conditions than those the Mariners’ Church has encoun- 
tered? We speak only of the Mariners’ Church at 46 Catherine Street, 
not touching the records of its predecessor for 36 years in Roosevelt 
Street. 

As for expenditures, they are economical to the last degree. The 
board of directors, in the persons of some of New York’s best citizens 
and Christians, are in direct touch with the work, besides rendering 
good service at board meetings. 

We appeal to the good people of New York to give the old Port | 
Society the means to increase the number of its workers and to raise | 
their salaries. Let them visit 46 Catherine Street, the West Side 
branch and the Brooklyn branch, and get their hearts moved with the | 
sight of real work among real folks with real results. 

People who are taken with the idea (and a good idea it is) of lifting 
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‘Cubans and Porto Ricans and the Phillippine islanders to a higher 
‘moral and religious plane can have plenty of practice in New York 
in lifting the sailors of all nations to a moral and Christian experi- 
ence which would make them a blessing and not a curse in Cuba, 
Porto Rico, the Phillippines and the world over. 


| 


_ By the enterprise of the Rev. C. E. CHARLTON, of Gloucester, 
Mass., a Conference of chaplains or missionaries for seamen was held 
at that place from October 20 to 23. There were present the Revs. 
_W. T. Crocker, rector of St. Mary’s for Sailors, East Boston, A. 8. 
GILBERT, pastor of the Baptist Bethel, Boston, 8. 8. NickErson, of 
the Boston Seamen’s Friend Society, G. L. SMALL, pastor of the 
| Mariners’ House, Boston, H. F. Len, pastor of the Mariners’ Church, 
Philadelphia, E. C. Coartron, chaplain of the Gloucester Fisher- 
ermen’s Institute, Mr. JoHN ALLAN, superintendent of the Sailors’ 
_ Haven, Charlestown, and the Secretary of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
_ FRIEND SOCIETY. 

The pastors of the Gloucester churches and others welcomed the 
visitors at Mr. CHARLTON’S hospitable board in the Fishermen’s Insti- 
tute, and Thursday evening was given up to general addresses and 
 sociality. 

_ On Friday the Conference was opened by an address by the Rev. H. 
F. Lzz, of Philadelphia, who began work among seamen about thirty 
years ago. His theme was ‘‘ The Changed Conditions of Seamen and 
_ How to Meet Them.” He affirmed that seamen were better educated 
and better men than they used to be. In view of the change from 
sailing vessels to steamers the work must be systematic and constant; 
cards advertising the mission must be liberally used; the mission 
- must be the sailors’ post-office, tempting thousands to call at the same 
place every year for their letters; Bible classes must be organized, as 
well as evangelistic services, for their advantage ; hospitals and ships 

constantly visited, and the whole work so solidly planned as to tell on 
' the future. As sailors know what good preaching and good singing 
' are, the character of the work needs to improve, and the men who 
| engage in it ought to be consecrated men, and, if possible, establish 

the church among seamen. Mr. CHARLTON testified that the fisher- 
' men of Gloucester were better men as a class than they were thirty 
| years ago. 
| Mr. JoHN ALLAN, of Charlestown, made an address on Social Work, 
' which is given in full on another page of this Magazine. This gave rise 

to much discussion, some urging the entire exclusion of entertain- 

' ments from missions to seamen lest the social swamp the religious, 
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some allowing an entertainment once a week, some contending that 
sailors should contribute to it by the singing of songs, and others 

pointing out a danger in so doing, and still others affirming that there 
was no danger in so doing. Mr. Crocker claimed that there is more 

occasion to blush for the ‘‘ shore-talent ” in mission concerts than for 

the “‘ship-talent.” One speaker urged that entertainments and reli- 

gious services should never be mixed, but that a secular program 

should be secular throughout, and a religious service should be reli- 

gious throughout. 

The Rev. Grorce L. SMALL next engaged the attention of the Con- 
ference in a paper on the “‘ Value of Music in Missions.” ‘The general 
opinion seemed to be that Mr. SmaLw’s argument for a higher quality 
of music and words in sailor missions was valid, but the difficulty of 
getting it was pointed out. 

At night a gospel service was held, and the Rey. A. S. GILBERT 
preached to fishermen and others, and the Rev. G. L, SMALL made 
an address. 

On Saturday the Secretary of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Soorrty addressed the Conference on ‘‘ The Outlook for Sailor Mis- 
sions in the World.” ‘The outlook covered the following topics: the 
number of seamen, their character, industrial condition, moral ex- 
posure, and the indifference of shipowners to their condition ; Sailors’ 
Homes; the missions to seamen in Great Britain, Germany, Scandi- 
navia, and the United States; the AmmRICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
Society and the outlook for it as an interdenominational society ; its 
outlook in the matter of money ; the character of its missionaries and 
work ; the outlook for legislation in behalf of seamen; state of reli- 
gion in the U. S. Navy; the prospect of commerce in American bot- 
toms; and the falling off of the local support of missions in almost 
every sea-port. The speaker encouraged interruptions and was plied 
with questions, all of which added interest to the occasion. So far he 
has been unable to find time to comply with the request of the Con- 
ference to write out and publish his address. In it there were some 
discouraging views taken, especially in regard to the amount of money 
given to the national society or to local missions, but the warmest 
eulogy was pronounced on the chaplains to seamen, who, in out-of-the- | 
way neighborhoods of sea-ports, largely forgotten by both the church | 
and the world, are doing Christ’s work with real results, | 

A useful discussion followed, in which many participated, after 
which the Rev. A. 8. GiLBERT, of Boston, preached a sermon. | 

At night Mr ALLAN gave a bright address on Service, the Rev. A. 
A. Surexps, of the P. E. Church of Boston, made an earnest talk for 
sailor missions, and seamen gave striking ‘‘ testimonies.” 
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_ Oa Sunday morning the delegates to the Conference occupied 
| Gloucester pulpits, and held a service at the Fishermen’s [nstitute 
both in the afternoon and evening ; seamen’s “‘ testimonies ” moving 
' many hearts. 

' Resolutions of thanks were cordially passed recognizing Mr. CHARL- 
' TON’S enterprise and hospitality, and the full reports in the Gloucester 
| press of the work of the Conference. 

So ended a conference of ‘‘the men behind the men behind the 
| guns” as chaplain CHARLTON called its members. It isa happy des- 
 ignation ; behind the sailor in the merchant service or the navy is the 
- chaplain, who labors to make him a good man who will do more and 
| better than the brave man in battle or danger; who will, in short, be 
; 
(7 


strong in the Lord and victorious in the strife against sin and vice. 
_ The members of the Conference were so strengthened and instructed 
_ by it that a committee consisting of the Revs. S. S. NickERson, W. 
_ 'T. Crocker and W. C. StirT was appointed to call another in October, 
i 1899, to meet in the city of Boston. 
k 


RECENTLY we were asked if seamen were not “silly” to permit 
_ themselves to be robbed of their wages, influenced for evil, and kept 
in money straits all the while. Yes, but not any more so than lands- 
| men who do the same, many of whom are in good families, are of good 
| education and defy restraints which for sailors do not exist. Suppose 
| seamen were paid all they earn, at proper intervals, with no abatement 
| for advances, and were free as other men are to go, unmolested by 
' crimps and vampyres, to an honest boarding-house, and to avail them- 
| selves of the little public opinion engendered in a ship’s forecastle-for 
' months and in a boarding-house for a week, to strengthen what is left 
| of a character that has met countless temptations; they would indeed 
| be ‘‘silly ” in a measure approximating the silliness of landsmen who 
' expose themselves to the risk of being fleeced. Of course, in the case 
' of both sailor and landsman, drink is apt to be an element to be taken 
‘ account of, and a drinking man is both silly and sinful, ashore or 
' afloat. , 
In mitigation of sentence it may, however, be pleaded for the sailor 
' that outside of religious and philanthropic efforts to aid his best man- 
| hood, its conditions have a tendency to weaken it, and are bad con- 
ditions compared with those of most workingmen. Call him silly, but 
' remember that he often lacks the strengthening sensation of a bank- 
account or even of a dollar in the pocket; that his wages for a voyage 
are often nearly used up before it is taken; that he 1s depressed by be- 


ing forced to sea largely ‘‘to pay for a dead horse;” that he is the 
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victim of a system of shipping which puts him into the hands of 
crimps whose toll-taking or biood-money necessarily corrupts their 
character and hardens them into Shylocks; that he is exasperated by 
finding the law always put into execution against him when he violates 
it, and rarely put into execution when its violators are the men who 
force him to ship on their terms, or when they are the men who con- 
trol him at sea; that in defiance of law and of men paid to enforce it, 
the sailor returning to port is met by boarding-house runners, is often 
drugged with bad liquor, and forced again into conditions which 
repeat the treadmill story. Silly? Of course he is. But wise and 
wisely-charitable are they who sympathize with ‘‘poor Jack,” and 
would help him to be a man with a man’s ‘‘ No” to every seductive 
influence. ; 


THE following Annual Reports of this Society are needed to com- 
plete sets in public libraries: namely, the Reports for 1842, 43, 744, 
746 752, 757, 758, 759, 760, 61; 1890, 91, and 796. The Boston Public 
Library is the last solicitor, and all the reports it called for could not 
be supplied. 

Please send the above to this office and thus help us to supply the 
demand, 


WE had the pleasure of attending a meeting in Library Hall, New 
York Navy Yard, on November 1, called for the purpose of interest- 
ing the sailors in establishing a branch of the Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association in the United States Navy. It was addressed by the 
Rev. RicHarp C. Morss, Secretary of the Y. M. C. A., by Captain 
MeRRILL Mituer, U.S. N., and by chaplains W. S. Hotway, D. H. 
Trisovu, W. G. Isaacs, and R. E. STEEL, of the navy. A letter from 
the Hon. Jonn D. Lone, Secretary of the Navy, was read, in which 
he heartily endorsed the movement, and the names of officers of the 
navy were mentioned who were in favor of it. 

The ultimate object is to have a building outside of the Navy Yard 
in which the sailors can have club rooms, meals, refreshments, a 
night’s lodging, reading, gymnastic and smoking rooms, and innocent 
games. It is hoped that, whether sailors are Christians or not, they 
will join the Association and make it self-sustaining, by subscribing 
$6 a year each, and paying for all they order in the Association build- 
ing. Underneath the project are Christian motives, and religious ser- 
vices in the building will be held, at which, of course, the attendance 
will be voluntary. 

The SArLors’ MAGAZINE gives a God-speed to this movement, and, 
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_ despite obstacles in its way, does not see why it should not prove a 
| great success in the hands of men who are not accustomed to fail.. A 


part of that success will depend on throwing responsibility on the 


| sailors themselves, and on the efforts of the naval chaplains to stir 
_ their enthusiasm. Both of these elements of success seem to be largely 


in evidence. 


IN regard to the crew of the wrecked steamer Mohegan the testimony 


_is that “they worked nobly, shouting ‘Save the women,’ ‘let the 


_ Women in that boat!’?” Some months ago the steamer Delaware was 
_ burned, and its crew showed perfect discipline in saving life. This 
_ is the usual and the normal story. Exceptions only prove the rule. If 
vessels would take trained sailors and no others in their crews, the 
_ exception would be a negligible quantity. 


To tell of all the Christian work which has received its initial im- 


_ pulse from a sailor would require the writing of a book. Bishop Mc- 


CABE, of the M. E. Church, writes us that pastor Hepstrom, of the 
Seamen’s Bethel, New York, brought Joun P. Larszn to Christ, 
and that Joun P. Larsen planted the Methodist missions in Scandi- 
navia; these in turn leading to the planting of Methodist missions in 
Finland and St. Petersburg. Freely the sailors have given, let them 
as freely receive. 


Loan Lisrarizs. The master of the Sunlight writes of No. 8,579: 


I found the library on board when I joined the Sunlight ; how long it had been 
on board I donot know. I have also received a new library and am much obliged. 
When I arrive back (God willing) I shall call on you. 


The master of the brigantine Ora writes of No. 9,869: 


It has been distributed amongst the crew and officers and I have enjoyed it very 
much myself. Thanking you kindly for changing it for a new one, which I will take 


_ good care of. 


The captain of the schooner Anne Lord writes of No. 9,950: 

I have had one of your libraries on board for more than a year and have read the 
books it contains with much interest and profit. It has also been read by the mem- 
bers of the crew. I would like to change it for another. 

The steward of the schooner Hmma S. Briggs writes of No. 9,972: 

It has been on board three years, and has been appreciated by all. 

A sailor on the ship J. /. Chapman writes of No. 10,290: 


Captain KenpaLu put me in charge of the library you very kindly furnished this 
ship, and in returning it would like to thank you in the name of the ship’s company 
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for the many pleasant hours it has afforded us. 
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Many times after spending a very 


fatiguing watch on deck we would come below and succeed in diverting our 


thoughts into very pleasant channels by means of it. 


hoping for future favors. 


So thanking you again and 


The wife of the captain of the barkentine S¢. Lucia write of No. 


10,336: 


As regards the libraries on board ship, I can speak for them, as I sailed thirteen 
years with my husband and always took great pleasure in giving tbe books to the 


sailors and reading them myself. 


over and have found them most always excellent books. 
for children, I think would be a good book to add. 
years old, who has one, and he never tires of reading it and hearing it read, 


I have spent many lonely hours thinking them 


Bible History simplified as 
T have a little nephew, thirteen 
I find 


sailors as a rule like children. Do not get discouraged; let the good work goon. I~ 
carried many tracts to the West India Islands and gave them away, and always they 


were eager to receive them. 
this may encourage you a little, 


I look upon them as seeds sown by the way. 


Hoping 


The master of the brig Morley writes of No. 10,337: 


I have read it and found some very interesting and useful readiug in them. 


AsI 


am about to leave the brig for a voyage I think I will not have it changed. As the 
captain going the voyage has not read the books, they will be new to him. With 


best wishes for the Society. 


The master of the ship S. P. Hitchcock writes of No. 10,399: 


Please accept the thanks of myself and crew for the use of it. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
A GOOD CAPTAIN, 


BY THE REV. JOHN H. EDWARDS, D.D. 


He was a tall, spare, seamanlike 
man, who looked as though he 
had seen a score of years, at least, 
battling with wind and wave. We 
found him handy with sail or oar 
on the usually peaceful waters of 
the Bras D’Or lake, in beautiful 
Cape Breton. He had saved his 
wages as seaman on many ships, 
in all parts of the world, and now 
had a snug home with no debt on 
it, and a little family for whose sup- 
port he was glad to serve his tour- 
ist patrons who wished to sail or 
fish or go from point to point. 
He had told us some of his yarns, 
and promised to tell us about the 


last voyage of his favorite captain. 
It was a plain story of common 
seagoing life, and so was perhaps 
more fitted to be of some use to 
ordinary seamen than more stir- 
ring accounts of battle or wreck. 

One bright, calm day we were 
sitting side by side looking over 
the almost unruffled surface of the 
lake, when he began: 

‘* Yes, he was a good captain, a 
straight Christian man. There’s 
plenty of hypocrites among them 
that go to sea as well as upon land, 
but he wasn’t one of that sort. 

‘““T was second mate on his ship 
the last voyage he made. We sail- 


anh 


- ehurch. 
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ed out of New York on a trip 


round the world. When we was 


off Sandy Hook he called the men 
together and said to them: ‘ We 
are going to be together on this 
ship a good spell. and I hope we’ll 
get along well. You will have good 


_ usage, good food, and good care 
__ when you're sick. If the food isn’t 


right, don’t go to the cook, but 
come straight to me and I’ll see it 
made right. You'll find me fair 


and square; but I don’t like swear- 


ing, and we'll try to sail this ship 
without any. I believe in God, 
and that He will take care of us 
on the sea same as on shore, but 
we ought to remember Him and 
keep His day on board ship as well 
as on land where we can go to 
So, I’m going to have 
prayers in the cabin three times a 


_ week, and Sundays we’ll have a 


| 


| 


little extra service with some good 
singing. I'd like to have you all 


- come when you’re not on watch; 


but none of you will be obliged to 
come if you don’t want to.’ 

“‘ Well, he was as good as his 
word. He was a first-rate sailor, 
and everything had to be done 
just so, but he treated his men as 
he said he would. He wouldn’t 
have them called anything out of 
their own names, no hard, vulgar 
abuse, you know. 

‘‘Three times a week he had 
prayers down in his cabin, and all 
hands was invited to come. His 
family sailed with him and was 
always there. He had a rare good 
Christian wife, who kept the men 
from swearing and always looked 
after them when they was sick. 
She made a bed quilt that voyage 
of seven hundred and seventy-six 
pieces. The oldest daughter play- 


_ed the organ. We had good strong 


| voices among the twenty-five men, 


so that we would almost start the 
deck when we sang those Moody 
and Sankey hymns, 
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‘‘Bat I’m sorry to say some of 
the men made fun of the captain 
and his religion. They wouldn’t 
come down, but would fiddle and 
sing and dance on the main hatch 
when we was at prayers. I’ve seen 
the captain on his two knees pray- 
ing for ’em, with the tears running 
down his cheeks. He was a true 
Christian and a lovely man. [I re- 
spect him to this day. 

‘“‘What set some of the men 
against him was what happened 
Christmas day. The captain was 
Scotch and didn’t think much of 
Christmas; but several of the men 
was English and some were Cath- 
olics, and they always made a lot 
of Christmas at home. Well, that 
Christmas we was having heavy 
weather and there was plenty to 
do and the captain kept us pump- 
ing all day. The men never for- 
gotit. Then there wasone of them 
that caught two benitos on Sun- 
day, and wanted to have the cook 
fry them for him. But the cook 
had orders not to do it. The man 
asked if he could go into the gal- 
ley and fry them himself, but the 
captain said ‘No; there’s no need 
for it. You all have good food 
and plenty of it, and can fish Mon- 
days, if you want. I don’t allow 
anybody on my ship to do what 
I wouldn’t do myself.’ So the fish 
had to go overboard. He was that 
strict about keeping Sabbath, but 
the men didn’t like it. The cap- 
tain talked kindly to them. He 
says, ‘All through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation I am told to 
keep the Sabbath, but I don’t find 
anything about keeping Christ- 
mas. I’m sorry you lost your 
Christmas, though there’s no Bi- 
ble for it; but the work had to be 
done, the weather was so nasty.’ 

“‘The captain was honest if he 
was so strict, and I took his part. 
That got those men down on me. 
I was strong in those days, and 
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ove day I said, ‘If any one of you 
fellows wants a crack at me, you 
can have it;’ but none of’em tried 
it. 

‘¢That was a new ship and the 
captain wanted to have her do her 
best. Off the River Plate she had 
all sail on when a gust struck her 
and she lost her to’galla’n mas’ 
as quick as that (snapping his 
thumb and finger). We had two 
hard days’ work to rig another, but 
went on fine after that. Every 
Sunday morning the captain would 
take an armful of religious books 
and papers and invite the men, all 
except the man at the wheel and 
the officer of the deck, to come 
down toservice. He used them well 
and before we got to port he would 
give us good advice, like a father 
talking to his sons. ‘Keep away 
from bad company, give bad board- 
ing-masters a wide berth, and keep 
your money. Ifany of you will agree 
not to use any more tobacco, which 
never does nobody any good that I 
can see, I will knock off his ac- 
count all his bill for tobacco since 
we sailed.’ Butnone of us took up 
with the offer. The sailor gets lots 
of comfort out of his pipe at sea. 

“Well, after we left Hong Kong 
the captain got sick. Tae weather 
was pleasant down into the China 
seas, but the monsoons were chang- 
ing from north-east to south west, 
and it was terrible squally. One day 
it grew black as ink down in the 
south-west, and the mate says to 
me, ‘T'here’s something coming; 
lookout for it!’ I told the men to 
get a move on them and take the 
sails off the ship. We took down 
everything but the fores’l and the 
fore and main tops’ls. I had the 
men stand by the tops’! halyards, 
and when the squall came I sung 
out, ‘Let it go!’ When it struck 
her, it rolled her over on her side 
so that it tumbled the steward out 
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of his berth. The captain, sick as | 
he was, got up and came on deck > 
without stopping to dress, looked 
around and saw that all was snug, 
turned around and went below 
without saying a word. He never 
came up again. 

“¢ Down in the Straits of Sunda 
we got ashore and were on a mud 
bank two days. The straits were 
full of pumice stone from the great 
eruption of the Krakatoa. It was 
like so much field ice, and we had 
to plough our way through it. 

«‘ When we got outside, the cap- 
tain grew very sick and died nine 
days from Java. We determined 
to keep his body and carry it home. 
The carpenter made a box of teak 
wood planks, and we caulked the 
cracks with white lead and strips, 
of blanket, and then nailed sheet) 
lead over them. We filled this’ 
with three barrels of brine which 
we made from the salt on the beef 
and pork aboard. Except doing» 
this, there was nothing done on | 
the ship for three days after the | 
captain died. 

““We had a pleasant voyage 
around the Cape of Good Hope, © 
with the studd’n-s’ls set on both | 
sides and the yards squared for | 
sixteen days, and we didn’t have 
the rackings off once. Before we 
got to New York I had the men 
put two coats of China wood oil 
on the decks, spars and every- 
thing till the ship fairly shone. 
When we got into port she looked 
like a fiddle. The pilot said he 
hadn’t seen such a vessel in two 
years. ‘I'he captain’s body came out 
sound though withered up some, 
and we was glad his friends could 
have it to bury among his own 
folks. He was a good man, and I 
should have done better if I could 
have sailed with him again, in- 
stead of going to California to try 
my luck.” 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


SOCIAL WORK AMONG SAILORS. 
BY JOHN ALLAN. 


The following paper was read at the Conference of Sailor Workers, 
held at Gloucester, Mass., October 20-23. 


The true and all-important aim 
of a sailor’s mission is the salva- 
tion of souls. To that end it owes 
its existence. While, however, it 
is true that a mission for seamen 
would fail in its true end if it 
offered ever so many inducements 
and left out the spiritual or strict- 
ly religious element, it may also 
be true that it would but partially 
succeed were the strictly religious 
element the only one there. I say 
strictly religious, for I firmly be- 
lieve that all our various phases of 
legitimate work may be part of 
God’s work, as we can learn from 
the study of the life of Christ. 

We are told by St. Paul that 
our bodies are temples of the Holy 
Ghost, and that we are to glorify 
God in our bodies as well as in our 
spirit. Therefore everything done 
to destroy or impair the useful- 
ness of our body will be detri- 
mental to our spiritual life, just 
as the house we live in, if allowed 
to go to waste, will injure the 
health of the occupants. So every- 
thing done to strengthen and 
purify and keep whole our body 
will greatly help us in our spirit- 
ual life and work. A confirmed 
dyspeptic is apt to make a very 
poor minister, or anything else. 
The Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation and other Christian or- 
ganizations have long ago come to 
recognize this fact and have es- 
tablished gymnasiums for the de- 
velopment of the physical, which 
is one of God’s good gifts to us 
all. If this be true of the physi- 
cal, it is also true of the social 
part of our nature. 


But some one may ask, What 
have social gatherings and enter- 
tainments and suppers, and such 
things, to do with a church or re- 
ligious institution ?. Well, noth- 
ing, strictly, as we belong to the 
church, or ought to belong to the 
church, for the purpose of worship- 
ping God and saving our fellow- 
men. But a sailors’ mission is not 
simply a church; it is as mucha 
home to the sailor while in port. 
It is not intended merely for use 
once a week, or on a certain hour 
each day, but it is open seven days 
in the week, just as every home is 
open to the family that dwells in 
it. 

Now, what kind of a home would 
it be with nothing in it but reli- 
gious exercises,—no book but the 
Bible, no conversation but that of 
heaven, no laughter and jollity and 
fun? Better, a million times, it is 
true, than a home with lots of 
books and no Bible, and with noth- 
ing but frivolity and fun. But we 
have not yet reached heaven; we 
are still on the earth; and such a 
home, to say the least, would be 
rather monotonous, especially to 
young people endowed with physi- 
cal, social and mental wants, as 
well as spiritual. 

Now, a sailor can’t be singing 
psalms all the time, nor will he 
care to be constantly reading the 
Bible, nor will he relish only ser- 
mons served up to him every time 
he enters, and all the time he 
spends in a mission or Bethel. As 
we said before, the chief aim and 
end of a sailors’ mission ought to 
be the salvation of the souls of the 
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seamen; any mission that fails in 
that is no better nor worse than a 
respectable club. But while that 
is the paramount object, it is not 
the only one. ‘lake away from the 
sailor the home-like sociability and 
freedom of the mission, and soon 
he will become a rarity. 

I think it is generally admitted 
that the sailor, at heart, is a reli- 
gious man. I have yet to meet the 
one who does not believe in God. 
I do not mean, of course, that every 
sailor has believed to his soul’s sal- 
vation, but rather that he has no 
doubt of the existence of a good 
God. The spreading heavens above 
him, with their sunshine and 
clouds by day, and their countless 
stars by night; the sea around him, 
calm and peaceful as an infant’s 
slumber, or wild and fierce as an 
untamed beast, all speak to him 
of a higher power. ‘‘ The heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork. 
Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowl- 
edge.” Why we have not more 
converted sailors it is not my priv- 
ilege at present to discuss,—(per- 
haps the fault lies as much with 
the saint as the sinner), but as 
many a very bad boy has a very 
good mother, so many a sailor 
that is bad has no doubt whatever 
that God exists and is good. 

Now, some may not agree with 
me that the sailor in general has 
a religious nature; but I am sure 
we are all agreed that, whatever 
else he lacks, one instinct he has to 
an unusual degree, and that is the 
social. Nor have we far to seek 
for the reason. Away from his 
home and the friends he loves; 
shut in, or out, from the world in 
his ship for weeks or months at 
a time; seeing only the same few 
faces day after day; with but 
small opportunity for exchange of 
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thought; doing the same kind of 
work week in and week out,—the 
voyage, be it long or short, and in 
spite of storm and calm, is sure to 
become monotonous. At length 
his ship arrives in port. He is 
paid off, or given leave ashore. 
At once his social nature asserts 
itself. He makes straight for the 
first open door of welcome; he is 
greeted with warmth; he soon 
makes friends; takes part in the 
fun; treats the crowd; joins in the 
dance; becomes noisy and reckless, - 
and ends the night in a drunken 
debauch. 

Now, it is not that Jack neces- 
sarily enjoys that kind of thing 
more than something better. It is 
simply that that isthe best he has 
found since he left the ship. He 
likes a drink, be it coffee or beer; 
he likes the girls; he likes a social 
evening; and he is bound to have 
all the enjoyment and pleasure 
that he can so long as he is on 
shore. 

But why select a dance hall or a 
saloon? The first open door of 
welcome may be a sailors’ Bethel, 
with its light and warmth and 
good cheer,—the first greeting 
from the man at the door, with a 
smile on his face and friendship 
in his grasp. Jack steps inside, 
meets other sailors, gets speedily 
acquainted, and feels at home. 

Now, all this is very pleasant, but 
he soon becomes restless again. He 
wants to be at something; he can’t 
sit talking all the time, or reading 
alone night after night; it is ac- 
tivity he wants. If he had gone 
into the other place of welcome, 
he would have been dancing, or 
treating, or gambling, or worse. 
Now right here, in our mission 
work, is where we bring in our va- 
rious methods of entertaining our 
friends of the sea; and the mis- 
sion that has no kind of entertain- 
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ment or amusement will be a very 


tame and tasteless resort for any 


of our sailors, excepting those only 
who are such earnest and rare 


Christians, that they care for noth- 


ing but the Bible, the hymn book, 
and the sermon. 

What, then, ought we to do in 
the line of social work in our sail- 
ors’ missions? I am well aware 
that there are different views held 
by mission workers on this matter, 
and I have no doubt the subject 


will be thoroughly discussed, in a 


kindly and charitable spirit, after 
the reading of this paper. But if 


you will allow me to make myself 


into a sailor just arrived from sea, 
I will tell you what I should like 
if I were to enter a seamen’s Beth- 
el, or spend in it my spare time 
ashore. 

In the first place I want to be 
received and treated as a man; 
without condescension or mock 
humility; not as an inferior and 
ignorant person, nor even as a poor 
sailor. While I am indeed grate- 
ful for all that you shore folks do 
for me, and am always greatly in- 
debted to you, yet 1 cannot but 
feel that you, also, are indebted 
to me. In fact, I am rather an 
important sort of fellow; for, 
without me, and my fraternity of 
sailors, the commerce of the na- 
tions would cease. Oaly to-day I 
brought a cargo of valuable mer- 
chandise from another land; this 
friend that I met on the street ar- 
rived this morning with a fine haul 
of fish from the Banks; and that 
Liverpool sailor over there nearly 
lost his life last voyage helping to 
save a steamer’s passengers and 
crew. So try and always remember 
that there is a little indebtedness 
on both sides, and that I want to 
be treated as I would treat you if 
you came to my ship,—as a man. 

Now for some of the things I 
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would like in your Bethel. You 
may not think it, to look at me, 
but I am fond of reading; and, 
important as it is, I would like 
something to read besides a tract, 
or a circular asking me where I 
hope to spend eternity. I notice 
you parsons read the newspapers, 
and magazines, and social and 
scientific books, far more than you 
read tracts, and I would like some 
of such reading, too. 

Then I like a little relaxation 
and amusement, and can enjoy a 
game of chess, or checkers, or dom- 
inoes; and I don’t mind having a 
shot with the bean-bag, or a game 
of bagatelle or billiards. Just give 
me something on these lines, and 
you’ll never find me in a saloon or 
pool-room. 

Nothing, however, attracts me 
like music. Serve it up in any 
shape you like, and I can enjoy it 
every time—piano, fiddle, banjo, 
concertina, mouth-harmonica, cor- 
net, jewsharp, tin whistle, brass 
cymbals, or big drum. I could 
listen forever when the ladies 
sing, and the male quartettes, 
and the choruses; and some time 
when you are short of good talent, 
I wouldn’t mind to give “Tom 
Bowling” or ‘‘ Nancy Lee” my- 
self. 

And I do like of a Sunday even- 
ing or meeting night to go into 
the chapel and join in the old fa- 
miliarhymns. ‘They take me back 
to my boyhood days, and the old 
home rises up before me, and I can 
see my mother again as she was 
when she was living. Somehow I 
feel more at home in your meet- 
ings than in some of the big 
churches, where a plain sort of a 
chap is often received coldly, and 
put in a sort of charity pew, dedi- 
cated and set apart for strangers. 
And I like the preaching when the 
parson talks about Jesus. Some- 
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how, I never tire hearing about 
Him. He makes me feel ashamed 
of myself, and I always try to bea 
better man after learning more 
about Jesus. 

While I am at it, I must admit 
that I enjoy your grand suppers. 
They live in my memory when 
I’m on the sea. In fact, they are 
the very essence of sociability, 
although the feed itself is not to 
be made fun of. All formality is 
gone; good cheer and freedom pre- 
vail; we assemble from all corners 
of the earth; we are of different 
nations; we speak different lan- 
guages, but all our differences are 
forgotten; we can understand a 
foreigner when he laughs, and we 
have all, in common, the gift of 
eating. We enjoy the speeches 
after the supper, if they are not 
too personal and too long. You 
see, we sailors know so much more 
about the sea-life than the govern- 
or who makes the speech, that we 
always wish he would talk of 
something he is posted on, and 
tell us something we don’t know. 
Yet we listen attentively and pa- 
tiently, for we know the speaker 
has a kind heart, and means well, 
and we are willing to be bored a 
little by such a man as that. 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ December, 


And I must not forget to say 


that I enjoy a smoke now and © 


then, andif you had a room apart, 
somewhere, I could meet with my 
shipmates and have a draw of the 
pipe. You see it has long become 
a habit with me, and I’m rather 
old now to break it off. Perhaps 
I don’t look at it as you do, but it 
does seem hard on a cold winter 
night, when I long for a smoke, 
to have to leave a warm, cozy, 
lighted room, and go out into the 
snow, or else spoil my evening’s 
enjoyment by having no smoke. 
Of course, J can stand it all right, 
but I have had shipmates who 
went out just to have a smoke, 
and, to get out of the rain or snow, 
have stepped into a saloon, and 
gone adrift. 

Now I have told you some of the 
things that I enjoy, and the kind 
of spirit I like in your Bethel, but 
please do not assume for a moment 
that I come simply to play a game 
of checkers, or get a feed, or hear 
your music, or get a ‘‘ ditty-bag,” 
or a bit of reading. I am indeed 
grateful for all these benefits. But 
I come more especially for the 
sociability I find at your Bethel, 
for its very atmosphere is full of it. 


THE EXPLORATION OF THE SEA. 
BY CHARLES MINOR BLACKFORD, JR., M.D, 


Who is there in whom the sight 
and sound, or even the very men- 
tion of the sea does not arouse an 
interest, even enthusiasm? The 
sea has ever been a theme for ar- 
tist, poet and orator. It furnished 
a highway for Hellenic traffic, and 
about it clustered many tales and 
traditions, many beautiful mytho- 
logical fancies, many half historic 
stories. It was a second home for 
the Hellenic people, and it is easy 


to understand the joy with which 
the ten thousand under Xenophon 
hailed it with shouts as they saw 
from the hilltops the glitter that 
marked the end of their long and 
weary retreat. 


The dancing ripples, the steady | 


heaving of the tides and the re- 
sistless power of the waves when 
hurled by storms on the shore, 


excited the imagination of early 
men, and thus peopled the waste — 


: 


| 
i 
i| 
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of water with deities. 


In the 


| warm, mild seas, the Aigean and 
| Mediterranean, Neptune held his 
court, attended by mermaids and 
‘dolphins, to whom even Orpheus 


deigned to play. Among its ter- 


rors were Scylla and Charybdis and 
the sirens. In the forbidding wa- 
ters of the north the Lorelei held 
sway; and Undine lived in a palace 


as rich in barbaric splendor as the 
_ caverns of Capri in sensuous tints. 


These were but fancies, for as 


to the real life of the sea the an- 


cients were ignorant. 


Its sim- 


_ plest problems were inexplicable, 


\ 


_ for even Aristotle failed to under- 


stand its saltness. He argued that, 
as the water was continually evap- 
orating, the sea would ultimately 
dry up, and as the upper layers 
are exposed to the sun, they must 
be warmer and more salt than 
those beneath them. He named 
180 species of marine animals in- 
habiting the digean Sea, a truly 
wonderful feat for one who did 
not possess instruments or modern 
chemical, physical and byological 
knowledge. 

Pliny, in his gossipy Natural 
History, gives a list of 176 species, 
which, though four less than those 
given by Aristotle for the Aigean 
alone, he asserted to comprise all 
to be found in the sea, and com- 
placently remarks: 

“Surely, then, everyone must 
allow that it is quite impossible to 
include every species of terrestrial 
animal in ove general view for the 
information of mankind, and yet, 
by Hercules, in the sea and in the 
ocean, vast as they are, there ex- 


ists nothing that is unknown to 


us, and, a truly marvelous fact, it 
is with those things that nature 
has concealed in the deep that we 
are best acquainted.” 

He states the depth of the sea 
to be 1,500 fathoms in some places, 
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and in others to be immeasurable. 
In regard to the saltiness he re- 
peats Aristotle’s view that the sur- 
face strata are more saline than 
the deeper ones, because ‘‘ what is 
sweet and mild is evaporated from 
it, which the force of fire easily 
accomplishes, while all the more 
acrid and thick matter is left be- 
hind, on which account the water 
of the sea is less salt at some depth 
than at the surface.” 

During the Middle Ages, little 
was done save to repeat the teach- 
ings of Aristotle, and beyond ques- 
tion the fabulous dangers of the 
ocean delayed the discovery of 
America. The voyages of Colum- 
bus and his followers excited anew 
the old interest in marine life, 
and in 1558 Gessner published a 
“Historia Animalium,” the fourth 
book of which is on ‘‘ Fishes and 
Sea Animals.” The slender store 
of knowledge of pelagic life receiv- 
ed its next addition from “A 
Treatise on Aquatic Life,” by 
John Jonston, in 1649, and, about 
1650, Hooke invented a sounding 
rod with a de'achable weight, an 
idea that slumbered two bundred 
years, till Passed Midshipman J. 
M. Brooke, a young Virginian in 
the United States Navy,* invent- 
ed, in 1854, a rod embodying it, 
that is so perfect that Sigsbee says 
of it: ‘‘In fact there is no sound- 
ing rod... . that is not a mod- 
ification of Brooke’s rod in one 
respect or another.” 

The first attempt to explore the 
sea in the scientific sense was that 
made by Ellis off the north-east- 
ern coast of Africa. He succeed- 
ed, in 1749, in sounding, at a 
depth of 891 fathoms, and made 
observations of the temperature 
of the deeper strata of water by 


* Now Prof. J. M. Brooke of the Virginia 
Military Institute. 
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drawing up specimens in a valved 
box, so arranged as to close on 
striking bottom, and taking the 
temperature on deck after the 
box had been drawn up. This 
process was more ingenious than 
adapted to precise results. The 
next year, 1750, two Italian nat- 
uralists, Marsili and Donati, used 
the common oyster dredge for col- 
lecting specimens, and as early as 
1779, Otho F. Miller, a Dane, in- 
vented the ‘‘ Zoologists’ Dredge” 
by fastening a net to an iron 
frame, and the modern era was 
definitely begun. 

The progress of thalassography 
has been so rapid and so great 
during the century, that it can be 
sketched only in bare outline. In 
1805 Péron went around the world 
and took temperatures at many 
points. He conceived the remark- 
able idea that at the bottom of the 
sea lay a bed of ice, though he neg- 
lected to mention the. manner in 
which it was fastened down. Pre. 
posterous as is this idea, it surviv- 
ed for thirteen years, when Sir 
John Ross upset it. This latter 
explorer invented an apparatus, 
called the ‘‘ Deep Sea Clamm,” a 
gigantic pair of tongs by which 
he secured specimens of the bot- 
tom and several worms from more 
than 1,000 fathoms. Of course, 
had Péron’s ice sheet lain over the 
bottom, the ‘‘Clamm” would not 
have brought up earth, but it is 
strange, in view of what was to 
follow, that the presence of the 
annelids attracted so scant atten- 
tion. 

When marine life began to com- 
mand notice, the question of the 
depth to which life could extend 
divided scientific thought into 
warring camps. About 1840, it 
was generally believed that the 
bathymetrical limit was about 300 
fathoms, and some strange. ideas 
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were current as to the physical. 
condition of water when under a 
pressure such as a depth of two 
miles would produce. It was 
thought that skeletons of drowned 
men, or even heavy cannon and 
the ‘‘wedges of gold” that pop- 
ular imagination places in the sea, 

floated at certain levels, beneath 
which is water so compressed as to 
be impenetrable. In fact, water 

is almost incompressible, and the 
weight of a cubic inch of it at the 
depth of a mile is very little more 

than at the surface; but it was as- 
sumed that no living being could 

survive a pressure which at 1,000 
fathoms is about a ton to the 

square inch. We ourselves live 

under a pressure of about fifteen 

pounds per inch, and are unaware 

of it. Indeed, we sometimes wak- 

en on @ morning when the baro- 

meter has risen, say, half an inch 

during the night, and consequent- 

ly find ourselves sustaining an in- 

creased pressure of several tons not 

only without suffering, but with 

a positive feeling of buoyancy and 

good spirits. Oa the other hand, 

if the tremendous pressure under 

which we live be relieved as by a 

surgical ‘‘ cup,” severe injury may 

follow. Aéronauts suffer from this 

cause, and marine animals dredg- 

ed from great depths often reach 

the surface in a most lamentable 

condition, with eyes protruding 

and viscera distended. 

The notion that life could not 
exist below 300 fathoms soon re- 
ceived heavy blows. Ross had 
brought up worms in mud from 
1,000 fathoms, and entangled on 
the line at 800 fathoms was a 
beautiful Caput Meduse. Off the 
coast of Portugal there is a fishery 
of sharks carried on below 400 
fathoms, and it is thus demon- 
strated that animals so high in the 
scale can survive a pressure of 


\ 
i 


1,120 pounds to the inch. 
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But 


_ these facts, and others equally for- 
\cible, seem to have been overlook- 
/ed in favor of a plausible hypoth- 


' bore the stamp of a great name. 
In 1843 Edward Forbes, then pro- 


fessor of botany in King’s College, 


1 


i 


esis, especially when the latter 


_ London, read a paper on the mol- 
_dusca and radiata of the Aizean 


Sea and their distribution, consid- 


ered as bearing on geology. For 
a botanist to discuss a zoological 
_ topic from a geological standpoint 


t 


_is remarkable, but this paper was 
_ the beginning of a series of works 
on marine life that were in the 
very front of the thought of the 
time. Space compels the omission 


of his ideas of distribution from 


specific centres, his ‘‘ Law of Rep- 
resentation” and much of inter- 
-est and ingenuity that sprang 
from his brain; but his ‘‘ Bathy- 
metrical Zones” require mention 
because of the influence they ex- 
erted on science. He distinguish- 
ed around all seaboards four well 
marked zones of depth, each char- 
acterized by a distinct group of 
organisms. These zones he called 
the Littoral, Laminarian, Coral- 
line and the Zone of Deep Sea 
Morals. Of these, the Littoral ex- 
tends between high and low water 
marks, and is periodically exposed 
to air, sun, and extremes of tem- 
perature. Animal species are rare, 
though individuals are many, and 
of them. many are vegetable feed- 
ers. From dow water mark to 
about fifteen fathoms extends the 
Laminarian Zone, and it consti- 
tutes the chief home of the ‘‘ tan- 
gles.” It is always under water, 
except that at lowest ebb of the 
Spring tides glimpses of its upper 
margin can be seen. The Coral- 
line Zone extends to about fifty 
fathoms and vegetation is repre- 
sented by millepores, zoophytes 
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and bryozoa. Most sea fish—cod, 
haddock, etc.—inhabit this zone, 
though sometimes they go deeper. 

Beneath this lies the zone of 
deep sea corals, in which life 
grows less and less, till it reaches 
zero. Erroneous as is this system, 
it is a great advance on what had 
gone before, but it was destined 
to be short-lived. Ross had brought 
up living organisms from depths 
far below Forbes’ zero, and with 
improved dredging and sounding 
implements, it was shown that 
life was abundant even in the 
abysmal regions. Sir James Clark 
Ross, R. N., dredging in 270 fath- 
oms, lat. 73° 03’ 8., long. 176° 06” 
E., reports ‘‘ Corallines, Flustre 
and a variety of invertebrate ani- 
mals,” and further in the same 
paragraph says: ‘‘Although con- 
trary to the general belief of natu- 
ralists, I have no doubt that, from 
however great a depth we may be 
enabled to bring up the mud and 
stones of the bed of the ocean, we 
shall find them teeming with ani- 
mal life,”’—a prediction that has 
been amply fulfilled In regard 
to the same cruise, J. D. Hooker 
says that in lat. 33° 32’ S., long. 
167° 40’ H., living specimens of 
Hornera frondosa, four other cor-. 
als, an annelid, a dictropia, etc., 
were brought from 400 fathoms, 
besides which many infusoria and 
other evidences of life at 1,000 
fathoms; and an unsigned paper 
claims that during Sir John Frank- 
lin’s ill-fated expedition, the 
dredge was used at 300 fathoms; a 
depth evidently believed by the 
writer to have been unprecedented. 
In this he was inerroy, as the cases 
cited above will show. 

(To be continued.) 


a 


Do nor fail to read all the mis- 
sionaries’ reports in this Magazine. 
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THE SAILOR'S RESCUE. | 


On the 11th of January, 1866, 
a terrible storm visited Torbay, 
where a great number of vessels 
had anchored for safety; a place 
which had proved on many former 
occasions a harbor of refuge and 
shelter, but which happened to be 
quite the contrary on this event- 
ful night. 

The storm rose to such a height 
that when the morning broke it 
was discovered that not less than 
fifty fine merchant vessels had 
gone ashore and been wrecked dur- 
ing the night, together with a 
great many of the crews, who had 
found a watery grave. 

Probably no such storm had ever 
visited the shores so distressing in 
its results, and we pray that there 
never may. 

The night was densely dark, and 
what added to the distress was the 
blinding snow ‘and intense cold, to- 
gether with the fact that many of 
the captains and sailors were un- 
acquainted with the shore. 

As the vessels went ashore one 
after another, cries for help came 
from many a dear sailor, not in 
the English language alone, but 
from other nationalities, whose 
vessels shared the same terrible 
fate. Many were the willing hands 
and hearts amongst the inhabit- 
ants of B that did their 
best to rescue the perishing, and 
to help in any and every way 
they could to save as many as pos- 
sible from a watery grave; and 
many a thrilling story could be 
told of what occurred on that night 
and the following morning, the 
writer himself being an eye-wit- 
ness of much that happened, and 
which is so deeply engraven on his 
memory that it can never be for- 
gotten. 

Yet notwithstanding all that 


was done, it is painfully sad to 
relate that scores of the poor sail- 
ors, both old and young, captains 
and crews, husbands, sons, and 
brothers, lost their lives during 
that awful night. 

The oldest inhabitant could not 
remember such a storm, and even 
to-day, which is over thirty years 
since, the mention of that gale 
touches a tender spot in many @ 
mother’s heart. 

Many were the deeds of bravery 
shown on that occasion by both 
men and women, and it is a well- 
known fact that one strong and 
brave maiden, in company with 
her father, saved over twenty per- 
sons by means of a rope let dow. 
over the rocks, and pulling them 
up one by one over the rugged cliffs 
to a place of safety near their own 
little cottage. 

It was to one of those who had 
been saved in this way, that a dear 
servant of the Lord who came to’ 
visit the scene of the terrible de- 
vastation, spoke, a day or two af- 
ter his rescue; and on being asked 
how he got saved, replied in a most. 
touching manner, ‘‘I felt the rope 
touching me, and, grasping it, I 
did not let it go until I was safe.” 

How well we can understand the 
intense reality of such a moment 
as that was to him. With the 
rough winds blowing round him, 
the furious gale driving those fine, 
majestic vessels one after another 
to the fatal shore, amidst the cries 
of drowning comrades, the roar of 
that awful tempest, and the prob- 
ability that this was his only 
chance of safety! How firmly 
would he grasp the rope that would 
bring him to the top, where, what- 
ever the raging storm was doing 
beneath, he would find himself ina 
spot where, with a heart full of 
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e was saved! Yes, saved! Saved 
rom the doom that many of his 
companions underwent. Brought 
to the top by a hand that was 


fevas en he would be able to say 


moved by a loving heart. 


How forcibly does this remind 


~us of One who left His home and 
came down to the very spot where 
| we were perishing, and who is 
now, as it were, letting down the 
rope,” that any poor, perishing 


sinner may “lay 
_ brought to a place of eternal safety. 


ae 


— — > SS 


forth the gospel. 
| down the gospel rope to you, down 


———— 


SESE aa 


= 


hold” and be 


Let me, dear reader, illustrate 
the gospel by this simple incident. 


You may say that the story is.in- 
_ teresting, but you do not want its 
application. Let me tell you, dear 


reader, that Jesus the Son of God 
_ has accomplished a work upon the 
cross whereby He has met every 


claim that God could have against 


_ you as a poor, lost, and ruined sin- 
-ner—one that is ‘“‘ready to per- 
-ish;” and now on the ground of 
_ that finished work, God is sending 
He is letting 


-to you in your darkness and sin, 
your perilous position, your place 
of danger, and is earnestly asking 
you to lay hold of what the gospel 
brings, even safety and everlasting 
life; asking you to accept His great 
salvation, His mighty deliverance, 
His shelter from that terrible 
storm of judgment that will soon 
sweep over this Christ-rejecting 
‘world. Over you, dear reader, if 
you continue*to neglect this great 
salvation. 

Perhaps we are speaking to some 


| who have often heard the gospel, 


have often felt its convincing pow- 
er, have often felt the rope ‘‘ touch- 
ing” them, and yet have not ‘laid 
hold” of it; have not grasped it 
_ with the hand of faith, have not 
believed the testimony that God 
has given of His Son, and surely 
_ have not really felt the true posi- 
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tion that they are in—even lost 
and ruined sinners, and exposed 
to the eternal judgment of God if 
they continue to neglect His offers 
of salvation. 

We cannot but believe that many 
who read these lines will readily 
admit in their hearts that many a 
time when in a meeting they have 
felt that God’s salvation has come 
very near them; and like the dear 
sailor in our story, all that was 
needed was for them to ‘‘ lay hold,” 
to accept it, and be saved. But 
for some reason or other they miss- 
ed it, and soon after felt less de- 
sire or need to do so. 

Let me once more take you to 
that melancholy scene, and serious- 
ly ask you the question—What do 
you think many of those who per- 
ished under our own eyes would 
have given to have had but one 
chance of being saved placed with- 
in their reach? A thousand worlds 
for a temporal salvation! But sad 
to relate there were some who were 
beyond human aid, and where 
man’s power was totally unavail- 
ing. Not so with God’s salvation. 
It is ‘unto all.” ‘God so loved 
the world... that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish.” 
(John iii: 16). 

Again, we would ask, if a drown- 
ing man would so value a tempor- 
al salvation, what must your con- 
dition be that does not value an 
eternal salvation, and who does 
not see the importance of accept- 
ing 1t now. 

Let me beseech you, my reader, 
to ‘“‘lay hold” by simple faith of 
the Saviour, who is presented to 
you in this day of grace; to put your 
immortal soul under the shelter of 
His precious blood, and this will 
place you beyond the reach of that 
storm of judgment that will soon 
fall with all its fury upon every 
Christless soul. 

Accept this little word, as if 
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God were once more throwing you 
the ‘‘life-line” to lay hold of, and 
which will bring you on to solid 
ground. : 


“¢ Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Full of pity, love, and power.” 


du iee 


— 


Information respecting the 
religious work of the U. 
S. Naval Academy. 


Divine service at the Naval 
Academy is conducted, as to its 
form and teachings, with refer- 
ence to the needs of the naval ser- 
vice. In the nature of the case 
the efforts of the chaplain togeth- 
er with the co operation and sym- 
pathy of the cadets and people 
must have for their basis the broad 
platform of Christian union. It 
may be added that force of cir- 
cumstances has practically solved 
the problem of Christian union for 
the navy. Divine service at the 
Academy, therefore, is a union 
service and a united service. 

The Book of Common Prayer is 
used at all the public religious ser- 
vices of the institution. This is 
done for various reasons. The first 
reason is that springing from cus- 
tom: no service of prayer but this 
has ever been used at the Acade- 
my. The second reason for its 
use is that the cadets may become 
accustomed to a service that is 
common to the navy, that they as 
officers may, from time to time, 
be called upon to perform: it is 
quite usual, in vessels having no 
chaplain, for commanding or other 
officers to hold divine service. In 
such cases the Book of Common 
Prayer is invariably used. It is 
also used at all burial services, of- 
ficers and sailors alike preferring 
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it. Churches abroad, also, that 
officers in their absence from home 
are occasionally privileged to at- 
tend, almost without exception 
use the Book of Common Prayer. 
The final reasons for the use of 
this form of worship at the Naval 
Academy are that it seems more 
in keeping with the principle of 
order that prevails in the spirit 
and work of the institution; and, 
on the whole, more creative of re- 
ligious impression, more formative 
of religious character, in such en- 
vironment, than forms of worship 
lacking in uniformity and con- 
creteness. 

In addition to the generous pro 
vision of the government for pub 
lic worship at the Academy, ther 
is a flourishing Young Men’ 
Christian Association; also oppor 
tunity for Bible study every wee 
under the direction of the chap 
lain. The above, together wit 
morning prayers (daily) in th 
mess hall, and special services dur 
ing the religious seasons, comprise 
the official and formal religiou 
work at the Naval Academy. 

It is earnestly to be desired tha 
parents of cadets encourage their 
sons to make all practicable use of 
the religious opportunities of the 
Academy. A most honorable ca- 
reer lies before the naval cadets. 
In these formative years too much 
emphasis can not be placed upon 
the principles and motives of reli- 
gion as the groundwork and in- 
spiration of everything beautiful 
and commanding in military char- 
acter. Parents are engaged in 
high patriotic service when encour- 
aging their sons to offer to the gov- 
ernment, in the spirit of deep reli- 
gious consecration, the best they 
haye to give of hand and head and 
peated H, Clark, Chaplain U. 


Sweden. 
HELSINGBORG, 


Mr. K, I. Bere writes on October 4: 


It is generally difficult to assemble sail- 
ors in religious meetings in the summer. 
If it is a fine evening many of them pre- 
_fer to go to other places, and, in case of 
‘disagreeable weather, they do not like to 
come ashore. Song and music have prov- 
hed good attractions, but unfortunately 
this cannot be had so good and so often 
‘as would be desirable. Many times, how- 
ever, we have had yery good music and 
song. A few young women who love the 
Lord, and who play and sing nicely, come 
/and assist at the meetings sometimes, and 
| then it has been easier to call the sailors 
to us, for they must be called like little 
children. The very greatest number of 
them have no inner want or inclination 
to go to religious meetings. 

I have been glad to witness many great 
awakenings, but these now seem to be 
rare among us. We continue to sow on 
‘in expectation, and there is scarcely any 
other class of society which is an object 
of so much love-work as the sailors. If 
they are subjected to many and great 
| temptations, they are also, surely, as al- 
most no other people, the object of God’s 
loving care. Oh that the sailors might 
know their time of visitation! 

L hope to get from the German rector 
in Stockholm some of Sankey’s hymns in 
German. If then I could get the same 
book in English from anywhere else, I 
hope to draw English and German sail- 
ors as well as German-speaking, Dutch 
and Russian sailors to our meetings. 
‘Finns, who talk and read Swedish, can 
“use the Swedish hymn book as well as all 
Scandinavians, but Finns, Russians and 
‘Dutchmen, who understand only their 
-own language, cannot easily be invited 
‘to the Sailors’ Home, where they could 
not understand anything at all. | should 
‘be glad if I could reach the Finns and 
Russians who come here with the gospel; 
| they are in fact, most of them, more ac- 
)cessible to the gospel of Christ than the 
‘Seandinavians, Germans and Dutchmen, 
“nay, even the Englishmen. They have on 
this account become very dear to me, but 
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WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c, 


4 At Stations on the Foreign Field. 


I love them all and they are objects of 
my cares and prayers. Would { were 
able to speak the languages of all the sail- 
ors who visit our port, out I will do all 
in my power to get understood by all. 
God bless you all, and the dear sailors’ 
missions in all countries. 

Number of ships in port since last suate- 
ment, 500; religious services held, 40; 
average attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 10, all others, 5; religious visits 
to hospitals, 12, on ships, 500, in board- 
ing-houses, 88; Testaments distributed, 
60, tracts, &c., 1,000. 


STOCKHOLM, 


Mr. J. T. Hepstrom writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 


I have not during this past quarter 
seen so much fruit as during many oth- 
ers, but the Lord is still near to bless in 
one way or another. 

On a Finnish vessel I met two sailors 
who had been here last year and when 
they got sight of me their faces lighted 
up and they told all the joy they got 
through the good book they received at 
that time. On board a French steamer I 
distributed illustrated Christian papers, 
&c., and New Testaments, for which 
they expressed their gratitude. It is very 
seldom one sees Catholic seamen receiv- 
ing the Word of God who were more 
pleased than they. One of two sailors had 
six years ago attended our meetings a few 
times and went out with his heart troubl- 
ed and anxious and went on board his 
ship. Soon after he confessed his sins, 
and the Lord Jesus filled his heart with 
peace. The other sailor had been in 
Stockholm four years ago and had then 
received a Bible of me, When he was at 
sea he began to read it, and the conse- 
quence of that reading was that he saw 
himself as a great sinner and Christ Jesus 
as his only Saviour. I found an old sail- 
or seventy-nine years of age, a sailor for 
more than sixty years, but who led a sin- 
ful life. I spoke to him and gave him a 
good book. One evening I saw that man 
at our meeting, and under the sermon he 
sometimes cried, and at other times he 
smiled. After the meeting he told me 
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that he now was a child of God; ‘‘ that 
book,” he said, ‘‘ led me to my Saviour.” 

Average attendance of seamen at reli- 
pins services, 85; visits on ships, 436; 

ook-bags issued and placed on vessels, 
%8; tracts and books distributed to sea- 
men,7,875, portions of Bible, 242, Testa- 
ments, 110, and Bibles, 3. 

I have now had the joy and honor of 
serving the AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND 
Society for ten years, and 1 thought it 
would be of some interest for many of 
our friends to see the statistics for these 
ten years. 

Sermons, 3,601; attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 105,630; visits on 
ships, 18,327; tracts and books distrib- 
uted to seamen, 283,879, Bibles, 129, 
Testaments, 734, portions of the Bible, 
4,707; visits to families, hospitals and 
prisons, 941; book-bags issued and placed 
on board vessels, 2.028; in those book- 
bags have been 1,039 Bibles, 1,227 Tes- 
taments, 45,004 volumes of books, and 
72,587 religious papers. 


SUNDSVALL. 


The Rey. E. Errxsson writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 


God has enabled me to do incessant 
work during the last three months. I 
have had much encouragement from 
Christian captains and sailors as well as 
from preachers, singing and music socie- 
ties, who have assisted me at my meet- 
ings. We have had many blessed meet- 
ings, and they that have not been moved 
by the preaching of the Word have been 
touched to tears by music and songs. 

Six great meetings have been held on 
shore, where people gathered in great 
crowds, and the Holy Spirit moved on 
many hearts We have also had a sailors’ 
feast in the Bethel, for which they were 
all glad and thankful. 

The hospital work is less satisfying, for 
sickness does not always drive to humili- 
ty and repentance. But, blessed be the 
Lord, He saves some of the sick. The 
sailor I made mention of in my last report 
died happy. A young mate came to the 
hospital and is now redeemed. A Danish 
sail-maker has also been saved. Many 
others seem to be serious and prayerful. 

A captain and his wife, with whom [ 
had several meetings, became both be- 
lievers and saved. On another ship were 
two young sailors won for God. 

During these three months I have 
preached on shipboard, 20 times, in chap- 
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el, 15, elsewhere, 2; prayer-meetings, 45; 
religious visits to hospitals. 16, on ships, 
825, in boarding-houses, 87; tracts dis- 
tributed, 4,700, annual sets of newspa- 
pers, 10, books and Bibles, 135. 


GOTHENBURG. 


Mr. CuristiAN NIELSEN writes on Oc- 
tober 1: 


During the month of September the 
Swedish Baptists celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of the organizing of the first 
Baptist Church in this country. In most 
of the churches a short history of the 
evangelizing efforts made in Sweden was 
read, together with the history of the 
Swedish Baptist Church. Through the 
reading of this history we learn that nearly 
all the pioneer workers in this great work 
had been supported by American socie- 
ties. The Swedish people render hearty 
thanks to God for the great nation in the 
far off west for the blessings which have 
come to this country through American 
Christians. We learned that one of the 
first who worked and suffered persecu- 
tion for Christ’s sake in Sweden was a 
converted sailor, T. O. Nexson, of the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
missionary to seamen in Gothenburg, and 
those names were remembered with pray- 
er and thanksgiving before the throne of 
grace. Since Mr. NeLson began his work 
in 1840 great changes have taken place, 
for the gospel of Christ has brought sal- 
vation to many thousands of souls, 

While I am visiting the vessels on the 
river, my dear wife is giving her atten- 
tion to the reading room, where she is 
trying to make the sailors’ visits as prof- 
itable as possible. One day she noticed a 
sailor who looked worried and downcast, 
and learned that for some years he had 
served in the U.S. Navy, but had lately 
returned to Sweden to go into the saloon 
business witn a shipmate. The business 
failed, all his money was lost, he wanted 
to return to America. My wife told the 
sailor that she thought his loss was a suc- 
cess, because the saloon business was the 
agency of hell, and by its failure he had 
been saved from burdening his conscience 
with the sin of ruining immortal souls, 
The sailor was surprised at her way of 
looking at the saloon business, but the 
result of this conversation was seen the 
following night at our gospel temperance 
meeting, where this sailor arose confess- 
ing his sin and thanking God that he 
came into the mission, 


1898. ] 


For several days our mission had been 
visited by a very independent appearing 
sailor with whom I tried in vain to get 


into conversation. One day my little girl 


| 


a. him a rose, and as he turned to 
thank her I saw tears in his eyes. The 
ice was broken through this act of kind- 


ness. God spoke to the heart of a sailor 


who for the sake of enjoying sin had for- 
 saken wife and child, and for three years 
left them unsupported. 


In my private 
room he knelt before God, and with 
many tears of repentarce begged forgive- 
ness; ‘‘ Thou, most holy God, have mercy 


i upon me,” he cried over and over again 


during the prayer. I wrote to his wife in 
Aalborg, telling her that her husband was 
at my mission, and if she did not object 
he would return to her home. He wrote 
‘a letter asking her ‘‘ not punish him with 
ano” Never did I hear such thanksgiv- 


ing before like that I heard from this 


sailor, when he received the letter from 
his wife telling him that they would be 
‘at the station to welcome him when he 


| returned. 


Last winter a very miserable-looking 


‘lad about twenty came to our mission, 


and we were in much doubt what to do 


| for him, as he could not be persuaded to 


give up drinking and always found some 
one willing to give a drink. We got him 
‘@ chance with a good Cbristian captain, 
who took him to do him good, and heard 


| nothing from him until about six weeks 


ago when he entered our reading room a 
a different man. Through reading in 
the Testament he had been convicted of 
sin, and on a stormy night when by a 
heavy sea he was thrown over the gun- 
wale, and only saved by the fact that he 
didn’t let go his hold on the rope he had 
in his hand, he made the promise while 
he was hanging outboard that if saved he 
‘would be a Christian, and he had kept 
‘his promise. He made good all our ex- 
penses for him from the time he was in 
distress, and left five crowns to help 
another poor sailor. ‘‘ Don’t forget to 
give him a Testament,” he said, ‘‘ he may 


not care for it when he gets it, but he may 


‘read it.” 

The direct evidence of God’s blessing 
upon our work at our reading room fills 
our heart with joy, yet we believe that 
our most precious field of labor is visiting 
‘the vessels anchoring in theriver. The 
hearty welcome with which we are met in 


the forecastle and the cabin tells us how 


lad the sailors are to see us. On a Swed- 
ash bark which was visited by the Rev. Mr. 
SBoHLEN and me in company, we found 
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the captain discouraged. I sang the love- 
ly hymn ‘‘ Precious Promise,” and the 
captain forgot his cares, got hold of his 
violin (it had only three strings) and was 
soon leading the singing, and we had a 
very blessed song and prayer service. 
The captain brought his crew with him 
to the evening meeting, and after the 
service he said ‘‘1 believe that God sent 
you on board this afternoon to remind 
me of His promises.” 

A captain invited me to have an even- 
ing service in his vessel: ‘‘ The mate had 
once been a Christian but now he never 
went to a mission-house, I want you to 
come for his sake.” Oh what a blessed 
evening! God’s presence was manifested 
from the beginning. Four of the crew 
who were Christians prayed without be- 
ing called upon; two of them being the 
mate’s brothers pleaded with God to save 
their brother. I understood from their 
prayer that the mate had been the instru- 
ment in the salvation of his brothers. 
The backslider surrendered and another 
sailor was moved to tears. 

Visiting a Norwegian bark, Petro, I 
found the captain to be the former mas- 
ter of the mission vessels Hlisha and St. 
Paul, captain SwENsEN. He was invited 
down to our mission where he spoke the 
Word of God to a gathering of about six- 
ty sailors. This warm-hearted Christian 
exercised great influence over his brothers 
of the sea and by the remarks we heard 
from some of the sailors we believe that 
many of them were moved to accept the 
gospel of Christ to their salvation 

On board the Swedish bark Anna the 
mate was in great trouble; a missionary 
in London had spoken to him about his 
welfare, but had been turned off with a 
‘“‘that is none of your business.” For 
three months the mate had been disturb- 
ed by his words to the missionary, and 
had come to the conclusion that if the 
missionary made it his business to warn 
a stranger of the danger of being uncon- 
cerned about the salvation of his soul, it 
must be of great importance. I prayed 
with him and told him of God’s love to 
him, and when the bark left the harbor 
the mate was a confessing Christian, 

From Barbadoes a sailor to whom we 
had given a New Testament wrote an en- 
couraging letter, from which we give the 
following: 

“<The Testament has not been read 
much by myself. One day when I was 
reading it a shipmate asked me what kind 
of a book I was reading. When I told 
him that it was a Testament he said 
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‘nothing but that?’ I was called on 
deck and left the Testament on the chest, 
and when I got back he was reading it. 
He asked me if I would let him read it a 
little, and I have never got it back again, 
but he is reading it every day and it bas 
done much good. He, the wildest fellow 
we had, is now the most gentle and kind- 
hearted of us all; he never uses bad lan- 
guage, or takes the name of Jesus in 
vain. I believe that he loves the Testa- 
ment. I don’t understand quite if he trusts 
in Christ for salvation, but his life is that 
of a Christian.” 

The past quarter has been rich in ex- 
perience of God’s saving power, but my 
statewent would be too long if I wrote 
them all, 

Number of religious services held in 
chapel, 12, on shipboard, 9, in hospitaJ, 10, 
elsewhere, 22; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 20; religious 
visits to hospitals, 14, on ships and in 
boarding: houses, 349; Bibles and Testa- 
ments distributed, 102, tracts, 5,000. 


oe 


Denmark. 
COPENHAGEN. 


The Rey. A. WOLLESEN. writes on Oc- 
tober 1: 


Thirty four visits have been made to 
our various hospitals and asylums; reli- 
gious reading and Holy Scriptures have 
been distributed in various languages 
and received with appreciation. Thesick 
and dying have listened to the music of 
the old prophetic words ‘*Comfort ye, 
comfort ye my people, saith your God,” 
and words can poorly convey their joy. 

L. G., twenty-nine years of age, attend- 
ed Sabbath School in his boyhood, was 
early in life brought to Jesus; for months 
lying in pain, his faith constrained him 
toe say ‘‘my cup is mingled by One who 
loves me too well to add one ingredient 
that might have been spared;” the day 
before he died he said with tears, ‘the 
hands that were pierced for me are order- 
ing my trials.” 

C. J. had on sea and Jand endured the 
hardship of a sailor’s life from his four- 
teenth year; the first eight years occa- 
sional letters arrived home with happy 
news, but then followed long years in 
which his old parents thought their darl- 
ing boy dead, but in April last a letter 
from Cardiff arrived. In heart-breaking 
words he pleaded sorrow for the past and 
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a desire to be sheltered in bis mother’s. 
love. On June 11 the poor prodigal ar- 
rived sick unto death. Isat down by the 
bedside and explained that he was no un- 
piloted vessel left to the mercy of the 
storm; that if he only would trust his 
soul to the Pilot ere long he should an- 
chor at the one safe anchorage. On Sep- 
tember 23 he fell asleep in Jesus. : 

I could speak of others who are hoist- 
ing the signals of salvation for their sbip- 
mates, and of captains who have received 
converted sailors and have declared their 
wish that every one of their crew were 
Christians. : 

In the first and last part of the past 
quarter we were encouraged by a large 
turnout of sailors, and our services, four 
or five a week, have proved a blessing fo 
sinners and saints, In August and Sep- 
tember a number of men-of-war, repre= 
senting Sweden, Great Britain and Rus- 
sia, visited Copenhagen. Our Bethel 
ship has been visited by many of the men 
to whom large quantities of religious 
reading has been distributed and a Testa- 
ment distributed to those who had none. 
I find that in one day I donated twenty- 
three Testaments to such. Some were 
careless, some tender, and some tearful. 
We have met a number who through our 
former labors were arrested in their ca- 
reer, and who still hold on their way. 
One of these from Halmstad took great 
pains to come and see us and assure us 
that he was still bound for the port of 
heaven. 

On Sabbath morning, July 17, as I en- 
tered a Finland ship one of the officers 
grasped my hand and said a great deal, 
while tears were in his eyes. I did not 
understand one word of his language, but 
the captain, who could speak Swedish, 
told me that twenty-two years ago he had’ 
been one of my audience; he had not un- 
derstood a word of what was said, but 
the solemn occasion and the gift of a 
Bible in his own language made him 
turn from the error of his way to serve 
the living and true God. On another 
ship the captain told me that four years. 
ago he received a blessing in the Bethel 
ship of Copenhagen which has ever since- 
made him happy in Jesus. 

On Sabbath morning, August 21, I 
prayed with three sailors who shed tears. 
of repentance; in the afternoon four men > 
were much affected, and at the evening’ 
service a captain stood up and gave a few” 
words of warning against strong drink, 
and after the captain a sailor in simple. 
but earnest words invited his shipmates. 
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to the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world. 
On September 5 we were made happy 


by the visit of four German captains, 
who in words of appreciation spoke of our 


mission’s influence fcr good on their 
crews; no liquors there, the book-bags 
presented them were read by the crews 


with interest, and they trusted that by 


the blessing of God greater results were 
to follow. ach of these captains left a 
donation to aid our work. 

Besides our work in Copenagen, evan- 
gelizing efforts have been extended to 
various harbors and islands of Denmark. 
Tracts and Holy Scriptures were forward- 
ed and I went from house to house to 
sing, pray and preach, donating to the 
wives and children of the absent husbands 
and fathers good reading and the Word 
of God, and I have reason to believe that 


- some souls were gained for heaven on 


this journey. 

I have to acknowledge receipt of dona- 
tions from various societies of Bibles, 
Testaments, tracts and gospel hymns, 
My gratitude for aid, confidence and love 
of which I at all times have been the re- 
cipient, and with prayers for every effort 
put forth by your noble Society for the 
evangelizing of the world. 

Sermons preached in chapel, 31, in 
hospital, 6, on shipboard, 16, elsewhere, 
8; attendance on Sabbath, 100 mariners, 
on week-day evenings, 40; visits to hos- 
ps 34, on ships, 318, in boarding 

ouses and families, 272; Bibles, Testa- 
ments and gospels distributed, 427, Bible- 
bags, 32, refitted, 14, tracts and printed 
sermons, 4,600, manuals for divine ser- 
vices at sea, donation from the Royal 
Danish Navy, 100; free passages for sick 
and poor sailors, 15; dinner tickets, 61; 
free lodgings, 43. 


——2 +e ——__— 
Belgium. 
ANTWERP. 


The Rev. J. Apams writes on October 


18; 

Of our work at the Institute this much 
may be said. The attendance at the read- 
ing rooms has quite doubled. Indeed 
there are times when we wish the walls 


' were flexible and could be pushed out. 
_ In service directly to sailors, such as re- 


ceiving and posting letters, taking care 
of their property, sending money home, 
supplying them with literature, &c., &c., 
there has been a fourfold increase. In- 
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tercourse with the men now very largely 
devolves upon my assistant who resides 
at the Institute, and I may say that no 
one could be much better fitted for it. 
It is very pleasant to see him surrounded 
by a company of apprentices, talking no 
doubt of things earthly and also of things 
heavenly. Mrs. NurcuHey, too, by her 
kindliness and sympathy is quite a favor- 
ite. Hundreds of men come along to 
our Institute just as if they were coming 
home. Of our religious services 1 may 
say they are fairly well attended, highly 
appreciated, and we are often told that 
they have been helpful to some present. 
But of clear, definite cases of conversion 
I must confess they are not as numerous 
as we should like, Such cases we have 
had and are having at intervals, but not 
to the extent we desire. This I believe 
is a general complaint among all church- 
es, which does not make things better. 
However, we remember to whom the word 
and work belong, so we sow the seed in 
faith, we follow with our prayers and 
leave the results with God. ’ 

Number of ships in port, 739; services 
in chapel, 58; total attendance, 3,826; 
visits to hospitals, 10, to ships, 484, to 
boarding-houses, &ec., 5. 


a 
Japan. 
KOBE. 


{ 


Mr. Ep. Maxenam writes on October 
ie 

The most important line of work is the 
constant visiting of the ships in the bay. 
I have always been gladly welcomed, and 
besides the regular Sunday morning ser- 
vice afloat have been able to hold many 
less formal services and Bible readings 
during the men’s meal time on a week 
day. I enclose a detailed account of one 
Sunday’s work which is typical of every 
Sunday. [See below. ] 

The disastrous fire which destroyed the 
American ship Baring Brothers in the 
latter part of July emphasizes the need of 
better boarding accommodation for sea- 
men at this port. Most of the trouble 
here is owing to men not being able to be 
paid off on account of the limited accom- 
modation. We are badly in need of funds 
to refurnish our bedrooms and to fit up 
a kitchen and refreshment bar at the In- 
stitute; a change which I hope will lead 
to the establishment of a good Sailors’ 
Home. Will friends in America help us? 
Our small American and British com- 
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munity, considering the many calls made 
upon them, help liberally, but still our 
funds fall far short of what is needed. 

An effort is now being made to reach 
the many Japanese seamen who are en- 
gaged in foreign trade and often ship un- 
der our flags. A Japanese Catechist com- 
menced work with me on September 24 
and I trust his work will be richly blessed. 
In time I hope a Japanese Seamen’s In- 
stitute will be established. 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 5, all others (omit- 
ting native coasters) 1380; religious ser- 
vices held in chapel, 24, on shipboard, 17, 
in prison, 4; average attendance of sea- 
men at religious services, 12, of others, 4; 
religious visits to hospital, 1, on ships, 
146, in boarding-houses, 9. 


A SUNDAY AT KOBE, 


Raining hard; calm sea. My wife, who 
invariably plays at the Sunday services, 
would not be denied, but wrapped up in 
her rain coat accompanied me to Caradoc, 
a not very pleasant trip of about two and 
a half miles in an open boat. On arriving 
on board we found that owing to the bad 
weather we were not expected and were 
greeted with ‘‘thought vou wouldn’t come 
to-day, we are so far off and it’s raining.” 
Many of the crew were playing cards, 
others mending their clothes or having 
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their hair cut, &c. However, the port- 
able organ was soon fixed in a sheltered 
position under the poop, and in a short 
time every man on board, officers, ap- 
prentices and crew were engaged in the 
worship of Almighty God. After the 
service the captain handed me the sum 
of 89 yen as a voluntary offering from 
the ship’s company for our Mission and 
Institutefund. As the rain had now ceased 
the return trip to shore was made in more 
comfort. 

In the afternoon visited in the hospital 
(1) a seaman in a very dangerous condi- 
tion, having fallen down the hold of a 
sailing ship now in port; (2) a captain 
recovering from severe injuries received 
in a recent typhoon. Meanwhile my wife 
was entertaining a party of apprentices © 
at our home. 

Evening service at the Institute; pres- 
ent, 19 seamen, 2 Japanese, 4others. Two 
officers from a steamer had been working 
cargo all day, and with great difficulty 
managed to get on shore in time for ser- 
vice. 

An officer who spent a Sunday with us 
recently, writing to my wife says ‘‘ 1 have 
often thought since what a happier world 
this would be if there were more like your- 
self to give a cordial welcome and pleas- 
ant word to seamen, especially to us of- 
ficers. I trust God will bless you both 
in your work at Kobe.” 


At Ports in the United States. 


Connecticut. 
NEW HAVEN, 


The Rev. Joun O. BEeRGH writes on 
October 10: 


With the breaking out of the war our 
work experienced quite a set-back. The 
increased activity in shipping in New 
York, for the navy and transports, with 
increased pay, drew all the sailors away 
from New Haven io New York; so that 
we had to close the Home for two months 
and a half. The Home was opened again 
the 1st of October, ready for the winter’s 
work. The other departments of the 
work suffered in like manner; and al- 
though the work has been carried on with 
the usual vigor the results do not prove 
very gratifying. Still duty faithfully 
done needs no other reward. 

+ Number of services held, 18; attend- 
ance at services, 211, of sailors, 110; vis- 
its to reading room, 1,011; letters re- 


ceived for sailors, 300; letters written by 
sailors, 200; bundles of reading matter 
distributed, 210; vessels in port, 97; visits 
to vessels and barges, 200; libraries ex- 
changed, 5; men shipped, 136; articles 
of clothing given away, 18. 


oo aoe 


New York. 
SAILORS’ HOME. 


Capt. W. Dotuar writes on November 
9 . 


Our meetings have been fairly well at- 
tended and we trust in the Lord for re- 
sults. We find the Rev. G. B. Curisr, 
chaplain of this Society at the Navy Yard, 
of great service in our family worship and 
prayer-meetings at the Sailors’ Home. 
Having been a sailor for many years him- 
self, he knows and can enter into a 
sailor’s feelings, Blessed be God there 
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are many of them daily inquiring the way 
of salvation and accepting Christ as their 
Saviour. Books, tracts and papers are 


abundantly supplied to all who desire 
them when going to sea, and also the 


word of God, without cost. Let seamen 


~ remember that the word of God is their 


true chart. If they will not consult it 


_ they must not be surprised if they find 


themselves in the breakers some day un- 
prepared for death. May God save every 
sailor from such an end. 


BROOKLYN NAVY YARD. 


The Rev. G. B. Cuter writes on No- 


vember 1: 


The past month has been full of rich 
opportunities for the Christian worker 
among the thousands of seamen gathered 
at this point. Altogether we have con- 


- ducted during the month 24 public ser- 


vices divided as follows: 9 services on 
Cob Dock, 6 on war-ships at the yard, 1 
at the U. S. Naval Hospital, and 8 ser- 
vices divided between the Sailors’ Home, 
the Mariners’ Church and the Catherine 
Mission. 

One hundred and forty-six men have 
publicly asked the prayers of Christian 
people, with the expressed desire to be- 
gin a Christian life, while twenty-one at 
the other points named have taken a like 
stand, making a total of one hundred 
and sixty-seven men that during the 
month have taken a good stand for 
Christ. 

Theships Topeka, Annapolis and May- 
flower have been supplied with singing 
books the past month by our Society. 

Many noble youth with their new-found 
Christian hope have already left for Manila 
and other stations; let us not forget them 
in our prayers. 

It has been our privilege also to put 
over fifty bound volumes of reading mat- 
ter.on war-vessels, besides papers, tracts 
and SAILors’ MAGAZINES, 

Who shall be able to determine in this 
life the fruits of all this sowing of the 
good seed? “~ 

Many words of kind appreciation come 
to us that encourage the heart, while not 
a few express gratitude for the AMERICAN 
SEAMEN’s F'RIEND Society that makes, un- 
der God, such privileges possible for the 
men of the sea, We desire to be remem- 
bered in the pravers of the friends of this 
work to which God has sent us. 

This report would not be complete 
without mentioning the name of Mrs. J. 
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M. Woop (the widow of my predecessor), 
whose continued service at the organ, 
and voice in solo singing, in our seamen’s 
meetings goes so far in making the ser- 
vices of interest to all, and whose influence 
is of untold good among the men, of 
which our government should be aware 
and should practically appreciate. 


Let us add to Mr. Curner’s reference 
to Mrs. Woop the following from a let- 
ter written to the Editor by a sailor on 
the U.S. S. Hssew : 


Let me be one to thank you for the help 
I have received from the AMERICAN SEA- 
MEN’S E'R1END Society. I had the pleas- 
ure of attending some of the meetings 
that are held on Cob Dock. They are re- 
membered by us on our long cruise and 
many and many are the times that we 
wish we could hear Mrs. Woop sing again. 
Men have been Jed to the cross by her 
songs alone. ‘‘God bless her” is our 
prayer. God be with you and bless you 
in your work. 


Ee 


North Carolina. 
WILMINGTON. 


Mr. JAMES SPRUNT writes on October 11: 


I have much pleasure in reporting that 
the work of the Seamen’s Friend Society 
here is prospering and that we are greatly 
encouraged by a large attendance at the 
reading room daily and nightly, and by a 
good attendance at the Sunday services. 

There are now iu port about one hun- 
dred and seventy-five sailors, a number of © 
whom spend their spare time at the read- 
ing room, We are beginning a number 
of entertainments for them, such as pho- 
nograph exhibits, concerts, ete. 

1 enclose a note from an unknown per- 
son who seems to be an able seaman on 
the steamer Tenby, recognizing and ex- 
pressing appreciation for the benefits pro- 
vided by the Society: 

‘¢ But I must thank you very much in 
behalf of my shipmates for your kindness 
in giving us such a pleasant evening’s en- 
tertainment on Saturday..... 

‘In all mv travels both at home and 
abroad I have never seen people going to 
so much trouble in bringing seamen of 
different nationalities and denominations 
together as I have seen in Wilmington, 
although there is generally a seamen’s 
Institute in every port we go to. 

‘*T have no doubt that I am boring 
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you, and taking up too much of your val- 
uable time, but I think it would ba very 
ungrateful of us to go away without 
thanking you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your kindness, and we trust 
that God will give you health and spirits 
to continue your good work, I appre- 
ciated the entertainment very much, and 
it was a novelty to us, as I believe it was 
the first time the most of the audience 
ever had the pleasure of hearing a pho- 
nograph. 

**T am very sorry that we will be un- 
able to be here on Wednesday evening for 
the free concert, as I believe we sal to- 
morrow for Liverpool, but I sincerely hope 
that the seamen of the different ships in 
port will turn out in good numbers, and 
let them show you how they appreciate 
the Seamen’s Friend Society.” 


8 
Georgia. 
SAVANNAH. 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on October 6: 


_Number of American vessels in port 
since last statement, 156, all others, 78; 
religious services held in chapel, 42; reli- 
gious visits made to hospital, 14, on ships, 
94; temperance meetings held, 8; 29 sea- 
men have signed the pledge. As a result 
of the heavy storm of August 80, when 
many vessels were wrecked outside of 
Savannah, we have had a good many 
shipwrecked seamen in our mission. Those 
under foreign flags are always taken care 
of by their consuls, but all under the 
American a are left: to take care of 
themselves, The Port Society is always 
glad to do all they can for those men. I 
was called upon to help a sailor who had 
been in the blockading fleet and was dis- 
abled, and had got as far as Savannah on 
his way to New York where his home was, 
but had no means to get any further. He 
told me about the good work brother 
STEELE was doing down in Key West, and 
I rejoiced to hear it. The unusually 
heavy rain we have had lately has inter- 
fered to some extent with the naval store 
and cotton crops, so that shipping has 
not been as good as usual, but the ves- 
sels bave begun to come in more lively in 
the last few days. 

Our work has been carried on uninter- 
ruptedly through the summer, and the 
attendance of seamen has been fair. The 
ministers from different churches have 
helped me a great deal, and I hope the 
work of the Lord has not been in vain. 
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Oregon. 
PORTLAND. 


The Rey. A. Ropinson writes on Sep- 
tember 28: 


Our busy season has again commenced. 
Daring the summer we have had just 
enough ships and sailors in port to give 
us an average attendance of 18 at the 
Bethel services. But the first of this 
month the grain fleet began to reach port, 
and now we have 13 deep water vessels 
taking wheat. Our attendance last Wed- 
nesday night at the Floating Endeavor 
meeting numbered 70 seamen and 18 
shore people. 

Mr. Frrneyuouan, who helps me at 
the Institute, has been painting the © 
rooms, one of which we have jast fitted 
up as a cosey parlor. Mr. QUACKENBUSH 
and some of the directors have purchased 
an upright piano to put into the room. 
It isa very comfortable retreat, and much 
appreciated by the boys. On the first of 
this month we reopened our concert room 
(which had been closed during the slack 
summer months) and began the season 
by an excellent entertainment given by 
the San Greal Society of the First Pres- 
byterian Church. A band was secured 
for the occasion which rendered very good 
music and was a rare treat to Jack and 
the apprentices. Since then we have 
held our regular weekly Friday night . 
concerts, The W. OC. 'T. U. ladies gave 
one of the entertainments and made a 
deep impression upon the seamen. A 
good number responded to their invita- 
tion to sign the pledge. Several comfort 
bags were given by Mrs. Dal G@LEIpH that 
night. These ladies deserve great com- 
mendation for the number of comfort 
bags they make and give during the year. 
Also Mrs SEauy’s King’s Daughters have 
been very efficient in making a lot of 
comfort bags. 

We are looking forward to a rich har: | 
vest this season. Already the sickle is 
thrust in, and we are gathering the grain. 
At each Bethel service the quickening 
power of the divine presence is felt, and 
some anxious soul is led to faith and re- 
pentance through Jesus Christ. 

I very much regret to say that I cannot 
report anything favorable regarding the 
suppression of crimps. Doubtless they 
will largely have their way as they have 
in the past. We begin to feel that more 
prosperous times are at hand, and since 
our recent city election there are strong 
indications of a purer public sentiment, 
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and we hope that the time is not far dis- 
tant when the people of this port will not 


- tolerate the dastardly work of these men. 


Mr. FuirtcHer reports having distrib- 
uted this month: 946 religious papers, 138 
magazines, 683 pages of tracts, 80 picture 
cards, and 238 calendars; each ship having 


been supplied. 


I am glad to say that we have the four 
stores rented under the Institute, two of 
which were vacant so long. 


ASTORIA, 


The Rev. Jonnston McCormac writes 
on October 4: 

The wheat fleet, nearly all English, are 
coming to usin great numbers from In- 
dia, China, Japan, and nearly all eastern 
countries. I held service on two of them 


“yesterday, the Neville and the Huphro- 


syne. On the former we had twelve sail- 
ors present. On the latter four. 

At the close of the fishing season I 
spent a few weeks with my son, Dr. J. T. 
McCormac, on Coos Bay. While there 
I visited several schooners loading lum- 
ber at Marshfield and North Bend, dis- 
tributing tracts amongst them and giving 
to each a package of reading matter. On 
handing a tract to one of them, an Irish- 
man, hesaid ‘‘ Well, I’ll read it, for I be- 
lieve all Christians are trying to walk in 
the teachings of Jesus Christ.” Where- 
aide I gave him the right hand of fellow- 
ship. 

i accordance with the resolution I 
formed on reading your remarks about Mr. 
PuimsoLu in the Sainors’ Magazine, I 
have been trying hard to stop the destruc- 
tion of young fish in the Columbia River 
by means of small mesh wheels, traps and 
seines. The use of these destructive means 
of fishing has reduced the annual pack 
of fish to about one-third of what it was 
before their introduction into the river. 
Enclosed I send you a few of my contri- 
butions to the local press on the subject. 
It is very gratifying to know that our 
present StateSenator, Mr. C. W. Fuiton, 
has declared that he will have a bill in- 
troduced in our legislature this season for 
the removal of these things which threat- 
en the total ruin of one of the greatest 
industries, and one of the greatest sources 
of food fish in the whole world, 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, mostly schooners, 
10, all others, 30; religious services held 
on shipboard, 18, elsewhere, 6; average 
attendance of seamen at religious services, 
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10, of others, 16; religious visits on ships, 
26, in boarding-houses, 38; Bibles and 
Testaments distributed, 2, tracts, &c., 
10,980 pages, 


i 


Washington. 


TACOMA, 


Tho Rev. R. S. Stusss writes on Octo- 
ber 1: 


Official figures speak, says the Tacoma 
Daily Ledger. ‘The ocean commerce of 
this port (Tacoma) for the past thirty 
days was $1,500,000. Deep sea arrivals, 
54; departures, 52;” of these, 40 were 
American and 12 British. 

These figures suggest the growing im- 
portance of Tacoma as a shipping centre. 
The vast. wheat harvest coming to Taco- 
ma this fall will require and bring to Ta- 
coma between one hundred and one hun- 
dred and fifty deep water ships to bear to 
the markets of the world the cereals that 
will be freighted here from the inland 
empire of this immense granary. <A few 
weeks since the first of this fleet sailed 
for Kurope; her crew, mostly Welsh, at- 
tended very regularly the services held 
at our Bethel and at the Seamen’s Rest. 
When the Carnarvon Bay left Tacoma 
fourteen of her crew, it is reported, had 
been led to the Saviour at the Seamen’s 
Rest. Part of the time during their 
stay in port we jointly held meetings oa 
board, and we unitedly met at the Bethel 
and the Rest; and the young men became 
very much interested and found great en- 
couragement to turn to the Lord. p 

Weare enabled also to report with grat- 
itude the earnest and fraternal co-opera- 
tion of the Floating Society of Christian 
Endeavor, and the meetings have been 
made additionally effective by the help- 
ful presence of representatives of the Y. 
M. C. A., who are pledged to conduct our 
Tuesday evening services each week, In 
like manner also Professor C. EK. Lam- 
BERT, pastor of the Atkinson Congrega- 
tional Church, and his family have help- 
ed in the good work, and all there have 
acknowledged the inspiring influences 
they experienced while listening to the 
hearty service of song by the men of the 
sea at the meetings, of which five are held 
each week, 

The Tuesday evening meetings are 
held at the Seamen’s Rest, a pleasant 
little cottage, the home of Mrs. Funnr- 
MARK, the widow of a Norwegian captain. 
This place is recognized as quite a home 
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resort for seamen, especially are the 
Scandinavians attracted there to the Scan- 
dinavian services and to converse in the 
home language of the fatherland. 

At the meeting held there last evening 
there were several Scandinavian seamen 
present, and some of them from vessels 
in the coasting trade, a class that we have 
found it difficult to reach and lead to 
Christ. Of the fourteen English-speak- 
ing seamen at that meeting, not less than 
six were induced by Professor LAMBERT’S 
fervent appeal at the Bethel service a few 
evenings previously, to promise that they 
would resume their devotional exercises, 
to which they had been trained by their 
godly parenis in their native land, but 
which for some time they had neglected. 

During the past quarter the Bethel 
workers and the Endeavorers have unit- 
edly held Sunday services on board ships 
at anchor in the bay and at the wharves. 
On these as on all other occasions we have 
supplied the crews with wholesome read- 
ing matter. 

Mr, Wiiu1am J. Kennepy is the leader 
of the Endeavorers, and 1s an earnest 
worker who has the co-operation of an 
interesting band of ladies and young 
men, one of whom, Mr. Stonz, of the 
large dry goods firm of SanrorD, STONE 
& FIsHEr, has on two occasions addressed 
the crews with marked acceptance. .In 
like manner the addresses of Professor 
Lampert and Mr, Day of the Y. M. C. 
A., have been of a very practical charac- 
ter and impressive. Besides these, other 
laymen are speaking at these meetings 

_ with excellent effect, especially the ladies, 
Miss CHRISTINE F'UNNEMARK is always a 
welcome speaker and faithfully dispenses 
Bible truths in connection with her per- 
sonal experience. 

Quantities of good reading are distrib- 
uted. The Sainors’ MAGazINEs are al- 
ways welcomed with avidity. 

We make visits to the sailors’ boarding- 
house, cabins of the longshoremen, and 
to the shipping, and give invitations to 
the Bethel services. 

The attendance upon our meetings has 
been fair considering that the past quar- 
ter has been the dull period of the year, 
the attention has been very good, and 
some expressions of determination to serve 
the Lord have greatly cheered us in this 
important field of Christian effort; so that 
Mrs. Srupss and I take fresh courage 
from day to day, confident that 


“The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and will break 
With blessings on your head.”’ 
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On the 7th of this month the Puget 
Sound Conference of the M, EH. Church 
commenced its fifteenth annual session; 
opportunity was given me by Bishop C. 
C. McCaze to address the body in the 
interest of Bethel work, workers and ben- 
eficiaries. Great enlargement of heart 
was given me of God as I related my re- 
ligious experience and call to the work of 
ministry while following the sea, and as 
I pleaded with the large audience present 
in behalf of the men of the sea and com- 
mented upon the great floating parish es- 
pecially relegated to the care and efforts 
of the AmeRIcAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND So- 
ciety of New York. 

The following is, almost literally, the 
report of the Committee on Missions, so_ 
far as it relates to seamen’s Bethels: 

“‘ We are grateful to God for the suc- 
cess that has attended the labors of the 
chaplains of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
FRienp Socrety, particularly those at the 
ports withm the bounds of the Puget 
Sound Conference; viz., Rev. T. REES, 
at Seattle, chaplain Stupss, at Tacoma, 
and chaplain Terry, at Port Townsend, 
who have held services on ships and in 
Bethels at these and other ports; and we 
rejoice to learn that over two hundred 
precious souls have been led to Christ by 
their ministrations during the past year, 
a large percentage of whom were sea- 
men, and we commend the AMERICAN 
SEAMEN’s F'RIEND SocrEry, and its auxil- 
iary societies on Puget Sound, and their 
chaplains to the confidence of our 
churches, and request so far as possible 
our people to assist them in their import- 
ant work.” 

It is with profound gratitude to God 
that we have been so wonderfully sus- 
tained and blest in our chosen and im- 
portant field, and we earnestly solicit the 
prayers of the elect of God for us and 
our parishioners, 


i 


An Obituary. 
BY THE REY. ©, J. JONES, D.D, 


Mr. Tuomas McGurrg, my old ship- 
mate of half a century ago, and my sin- 
cere and constant friend, with whose 
name many of the readers of your valua- 
ble Magazine have become familiar, pass- 
ed over that ‘‘ narrow sea” which divides 
the heavenly land from ours, on August 
18, 1898, in Atlantic City, N. J., in his 
seventy-ninth year. 


1898. ] 


He will be remembered by many sail- 
ors as a shipping master and the keeper 
-of the Sailors’ Home, in Philadelphia, 
for many years. He was a member and 
an officer of the Eastburn Mariners’ 
Church until he removed to Atlantic City 
over twenty years ago, and since then a 
faithful member of the Presbyterian 
Church, of which the Rev. F. J. Stan- 
LEY, D.D., is pastor. It is said that he 
__ was not known to be absent from church 
services during all that time. His only 
regret while sick was that he could not 
attend church. 

His sails all unbent and his running 
gear all unrove, he will no more go out 
to breast the seas of evil or stem the cur- 


rents of worldly strife, nor can he be 


lulled to sleep in the doldrums of unbe- 
lief. 
“Servant of God, well done! 
Rest from thy loved employ; 
The battle fought, the victory won, 
Enter thy Master’s joy.”’ 


——————_ *- 


Book Notices. 


Tue Book oF THE OcEAN. By Ernest 
Ingersoll. Illustrated. The New York 
Century Co. 1898. 


The topics treated in this volume are 
The Ocean and its Origin; Waves, Tides, 
and Currents; The Building and Rigging 
of Ships; Early Voyages and Explora- 
tions; Secrets Won from the Frozen 
North; War-ships and Naval Battles; 
The Merchants of the Seas; Yachting and 
Pleasure Boating; Dangers of the Deep; 
Fishing and Other Marine Industries; 
The Plants of the Sea and their Uses; 
Animal Life in the Sea. Hundreds of 
illustrations, good type and paper, and a 
picturesque bifiding make the book hand- 
some and attractive. 

The author has aimed at making a pop- 
ular book and has hit the bull’s eye. The 
science, the history, the art, the annals 
both of the sea and of navigation are 
told in an easy and graphic style, sure to 
interest children, and fitted to interest 
everybody. This volume will be in great 
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demand as a holiday gift book to the 
young, but their adult kindred will be 
sure to read it both for profit and pleas- 
ure, That it isa wonder-book goes with- 
out saying, and the more the truth is 
told about the ocean, its functions and 
its life, the more wonderful its wonders 
seem. 

At SEA AND IN Port. By H. K. Hines, 


D.D., and William S, Fletcher, Portland, 
Oregon. The J. K. Gill Co. 1898. $1. 


This volume contains the life and ex- 
perience of ‘‘ Father Fletcher,” as he was 
familiarly called by sailors among whom 
he toiled as a missionary. This Maga- 
zine is indebted to Father Fletcher for 
many reports of the Portland mission 
aided by the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S H'RIEND 
Society, and from these reports as well 
as from other sources some of the material 
of his narrative is obtained. Dr. Hines 
has written much of the book from the 
data furnished by Mr. Fletcher, and has 
done it admirably, and the rest is from 
Mr. Fletcher’s own hand. 

The book is a distinct addition to the 
department of religious biography. Here 
is an ignorant and irreligious Roman 
Catholic sailor, who was brought into a 
blessed Christian experience in 1859, 
made rapid growth in grace, and at once 
entered the field of Christian usefulness, 
and for thirty years has been doing among 
seamen the good work recorded in this 
volume, It is published now only to 
honor God’s grace and to be a means 
of grace to its readers, 

Of course the book will go into our 
Loan Libraries, Mr. Fletcher having 
made generous provison for that. It will 
build up Christians in their faith, show 
afresh how God uses weak things to make 
His cause strong, and it is adapted to 
reach the consciences of the careless and 
to convince them of sin, of righteousness 
and of a judgment to come. 

Tue Cuarmine SAtty. By James Otis. 


Boston and New York. Houghton, Miff- 
lin & Co. 1898, 


This is a tale of a privateer schooner 


384 


in 1765, and is well printed and illus- 
trated, Notwithstanding a trifle too much 
starch in his style, the author make3 a 
readable book. With a basis of historical 
fact he puts his characters into the mobs 
of the Sons of Liberty ashore and into 
a privateer craft afloat, and produces a 
good picture of the times when the stamp 
act stirred the souls of the colonists in 
New England to revolt. As a book for 
the young it deserves a wide reading, 


——_» 2 —— 


The Planets for December, 
1898. 


There will be a partial eclipse of the 
Sun December 18, invisible in the United 
States; visible as a small partial eclipse 
in the Pacific south of New Zealand. 


There will be a total eclipse of the 
Moon on December 27, the Moon rising 
eclipsed. Total eclipse begins 5:57 P.M.; 
middle of eclipse, 6:42; total eclipse ends 
7:2'7; Moon leaves Harth’s shadow 8:36. 


Mercury will be visible the first few 
days of the month, low in the southwest 
just after sunset. 


VENUS will be visible at the end of the 
month in the east before sunrise. 


Mars is rapidly approaching the Earth; 
will rise about 8 P.M., and will be visi- 
ble the rest of the night as the brightest 
object in the sky. 

JUPITER will be visible in the morning. 

SaTuRN will not be visible. 

Princeton. A 
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Sailors’ Home, New York, 
190 CuerRy STREET. 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 
month of 


OcrosER, 1898, 
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Receipts for October, 1898. 


New HampsHIRE£. 


Keene, a friend in First Church..... $ 2 00 
MASSACHUSETTS, 
Andover, Mrs. John Smith, received 
through Mr. B.S. Sn0We.e-ceeseee 50 
RuopeE IsLanD. 
Providence, Central Congregational 
CHiureh fiscses eolsaiealsisis tse grer - 10000 
ConneEcTICcUrT. 
Groton, Congregational Sunday 
School, for library..ccecccs. .-ce. 20 0G 
New London, First Church of Christ. WG 


Plantsville, Congregational Church.. 3 


Stratford, Congregational Church... 8 00 
Suffield, balance of bequest of Susan 
A. King, late of Suffield, per Har- 
riet D. Bartlett, executrix...... 200 00 
Vernon Center, Congregational Ch.. 3 24 
West Hartford, Sunday School of 
First Church of Christ, for libra- 
PY cacincsnccreaetene d(acemacelteveeiee 20 00 
New YorkE. 
Albany, W. C. T. U. of New York 
State, for libraries, viz.: the Mrs. 
F. N. Parish Library, by the W. 
C. T. U. of Monroe County, $20; 
the Mrs, Anna Hunt Library, by 
the W. C. T. U. of Ulster County, 
$20, and the Mrs. Ziba Brown Li- 
brary, by the Chautauqua County 
W...CoTS Us G20 esses ccs naeteneas 60 00 
Brooklyn, John &. Leech, for five 
loan libraries <......cccecesss.coce 1O00I0G 
New York City, collections from the 
steamers of the White Star line, 
received per EK. J. Adams. -...... 187 50 
Collections from the steamers of 
the International Navigation 
Co.’s lines, received per H. G. 
Philips. cashier......... ASSna0abe 3 3 44 
John Dwight tiie cece ccecee seeee 100 00 
RG. Dun & Cosecccccec Sie etsicien cian) - 5000 
S.Dy Babcock e.-. ees Aboronodoccam 2s W. 
Wm. Alexander Smith........... . 10 00 
A. G. Agnew, special donation for 
hymn books for naval vessels.... 10 00 
Abiel Abbot <¥.<.c-lsccseeseucccencenl Once 
Deering, Milliken & Co......... eooe 10 00 
James C. Carter........ deveiiaereunle «- 1000 
Lord & Taylor ...... ele visioicin@ eiciesiere ETO RUM 
Samuel Wilde’s Sons..........:...2 1000 
Charles C. Beaman..........2.- ealers 5 00 
Poughkeepsie, First Reformed Ch,, 
of which Henry L. Young, $50... 69 02 
New JERSe£yY. 
Glen Ridge, Congregational Sunday 
School, for library...........+. eee 20.00 
East Orange, Brick Presbyterian 
Church Sunday School........ sae 9 39 
Newark, Second Presbyterian Ch.... 12 50 
DisTRIcT oF COLUMBIA. 
Washington, Annie B. M. Craig, for 
a library in memory of David W. 
and Jane O. Mahon, with the text 
‘“The memory of the just is bless- 
Os” SPTOV, Xinicecasieotecce ie 20 00 


$1,096 99 
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AND 


SEAMEN’S FRIEND, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER, 1898. 


Wait cheerily, then, O mariners, 
For daylight and for land ; 

The breath of God ts in your sail, 
Your rudder is His hand. 


Sail on! the morning cometh, 
The port ye yet shall win ; 

And all the bells of God shall ring 
The good ship bravely in ! 


QS ED GS 


NEW YORK: 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
76 WALL STREET, 


PREPACE, 


The Seventieth Volume of the SarLors’ MAGAZINE contains 
much of value in regard to the ships and the sea, but nothing 
so important as its record of the work of the men who, in out- 
of-the-way neighborhoods of seaports, are turning many to 
righteousness; who, though they be obscure and unknown, 
shall shine as the stars forever and ever. 
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DENMARK. Copenha; CD ceeceeeeees ev. A. Wollesen,. 
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Sie ot) Karachi isc. cee cess sevacesess--ROV; Ws H. Dowling, 

a “anys, Yokohama.........csssss. peeves Rev. W. T. Austen. 
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.. Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., Rey. . C. Chariton, 

Cc “Woman’s Sea, Friend SRE, y of Connecticut, Rev... 

New York, New York City........... -Capt. Wm. Dollar. : [John O. Bergh, 

jeaanet » Brooklyn, U. 8. Navy Yard..Rev. G. B. Cutler. 

Vinemn, Norfolk.........s-+++s00++e.+.. Norfolk Port Society, Rev. J. B. Merritt. 

NortH CAROLINA, Wilmington... 5 gers "Wilmington Port Society, Rev. Jas. Carmichael, 

SoutH CARoLina, Charleston.............Charleston Port Society, Rev. C. BH. Chichester. 

- FuoripA, Pensacola .......:.....-...-. Pensacola Port Society, Henry C. Cushman. 

- Groraia, Savannab...¥.............-....savannah Port Society, H. Iverson. 

- ALABAMA, Mobile... ......-..2.00+.++++- Mobile Port Society, Rev. R. A. Mickle. 

‘Louisiana, New Orleans..............-- New Orleans Port Society, Rev. R. E. Steele. 

OREGON, Porthand............ Bite cues ce Portland Seamen’s Friend Soe’ y, Rey. A..Robinson, 


StS ASbOTIO S265 <2.0'0) sveseseceeseshev. J. McCormac. - 
Pr SaareN: Tacoma.........+....+.+.-Lacoma Seamen’s Friend Soc’y, Rev. R. S. Stubbs. 
Seattle... .............s..-.9eattle Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. Thos. Rees. . 
AS Port Townsend........s....-Pt. Townsend Sea. Friend Society, C.-L. Terry. 
Directory of Sailors’ Homes and Private Boarding Howses: __ 
Location. Established by : Keepers. 


PorTsmMouTH, N. H., No. 104 Market St Seamen s Aid Society --«-: «- James F, Slaughter, 
-Boston,Mass., N. Sq.. Mariners’ House Boston Seamen’s Aid Soc’y Capt. J. P. Hatch. - 
“ "Phineas Stowe Sea. Home... Lad. Beth. Soc., § N. Bennet St. George ©, Smith. 
_* . Charlestown,46 Water St ... Epis. City Mission....es00++. John Allen, Supt, 
i “ . East Boston, 420 Marginal St.. seeesavesee James, M. Dathion: Supt. 
New Beprorp, Mass., 14Bethel Court. Ladies’ Br. N. B. P.8...-.. BH. Williams. 
EW YORE, N. Y¥., 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. F. Alexander, Lessee, 
we 52 Market St.......... Epis. Miss. Soc. for Seamen H.Smith. 

_ BROoELYN, N. Y., 172 Carroll St......-. Scandinav’n Sailors’ Home, Capt, C.Ullenars, Supt.’ ° 
: 112. First Place...:.«. Finnish Luth. Sea. Home.-+ . —- ; 

g PHILADELPHIA, Pa, , 422 South Front 8t. Penn. Be ss. Capt. R. 8. Lippincott, 
BALTIMORE, Md., 418 South Ann Street coecsocccccconccces-coecoreee Miss Ellen Brown 


‘* <_- 4737 Thames St....-. Port Miss., Woman’s Aux’ry J homas Hansen, Supt. 


: ra ; 1 Miss Laura ra Lee, Matron 
WiMiIneTon, N. C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilmington Port Society.... —— 
GHARLESTON, 8. C., 44 Market St...... Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society. Capt. H. ac Cordes, 
MOBILE,-Al@...scccccces socccve res Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society.” —— —_ 
New ORLEANS, La... fs ea O. Sea. Friend Societys. Halvor Iverson. _ 
‘SAN FRANcIsco, Cal 8. F. Sea. Friend Soe’ Ynsse Capt. Melvin Staples: 
PORTLAND, Ore,...- Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soe’y. Rev. A. Robinson, 
Baw HAVEN, ConMeccscscocccccsoocccee. Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Rev. J. O. Bergh, Supt: 


MARINERS? CHURCH BS. 


Location. Aided by Missionaries. 
FeomruiND; Me.,Fort 8t.,n. Custom H. Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc’y.. Rev. F’. Southworth. 
- Boston. Mass.,:332 Hanover St........ Baptist Bethel Society...;..  % “A. §. Gilbert. 
Bethel, 287 Hanover St... Boston Sea. Friend Soc’y.. ‘* §.8. Nickerson, 
East Boston Bethel.... « Methodist........ -.c-eccses * LB. Bates, 
GLovcEsTER, Mass. 6 Duncan St Gloucester Fish’rmen’s Inst, ‘* -E. C. Charlton. 
Nzw BEDFORD, Mass.........05-..04e.. New Bedford Port Society. » ER, Williams. 
WNzw HAvEN, Conn. Bethel, 61 Water. Woman’s Sea. Friend Soc’y ‘“ John O, Bergh. 
New Yorg, N.Y. Catharine c. Madison New York Port Society.... ss Samuel Boult. 
128 Charlton Street....-cscccsesese ‘¢ oW.S. Branch Mr. John McCormack. 
34 Pike Street, E. R...0-0 «coe. Episcopal Miss. Society..-. Rey. A. R..Mansfield. 
665 Washington Street. .o.0c.-cee. The Sea, Christian Ass’n...: Stafford Wright. 
No. 341 West Street, N. Reecscoces Episcopal Miss, Society »+2. "" W. A, A. Gardiner; 
21 Coenties Slip.....c.cscsccsceves soon = **'  Ipaac Maguire. 
53 Beaver ies Sesiclsjesisiaeon8ecidee'ee LIDMISN Lutheran Sea. Che. ‘— V.-K, Durchman, 
-BROOELYN, N. Y,, U.S. Navy. Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society. «» Mr. J. M. Wood. 
31 Atlantic RVERUGei ua vvacass renee New York Port Society... 
193 9th Street, near 38rd Avenue.. Dan. Ev. Luth. Sea. Miss’n. Rev. R. Andersen. 
Erie Basin......-. 20-006. ece-see.. Episcopal Miss, Society...  ‘* Isaac Maguire. 
Scandinavian Seamen’s Church, 
William St., near Richard St.... Nor. Luth. Sea. Missioness. «Jakob Bo. 
_ PHILADELPHIA, Pa., e. Front & Union:. Presbyterian....ccsccoocese ‘* HH, F.. Lee, 
-N. W. cor. Front and Queen Sts.. Episcopal....csccceecoooveos “ Francis W. Burch, 
Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist... ccccccescscccseoee ih 
ies Washington Ave, and Third §t.... Methodist..... eo  ** ~—'W, Downey. 
, Port Missionary, 1420 Chestnut St. .2.-cce- eve E. N. Harris, 
Bautimore,Md., Aliceanna&Bethel Sts Seamen’s Un. Bethel Soe" - ' -& |G. W. Heyde, 
Sa No. 815 8. BrOadWway.ee. coe-coo-- POrt Mis8SiONoe»-coc.c0r-0c0+ Mr. K.8. Willis. English. 
, SEESH woah Scand’ian. 
* NorFoLk, Va., Water St., near Madison Norfolk Sea. Fr’nd Soc y.. Rev. J. B. Merritt. 
WILMINGTON, NiGiscss Sento Wilmington Port Society... ‘“ J. Canmiotarl D.D, 
OHARLESTON, 8. C., 44 & 46 Market 8t.. Charleston Port Society. ooo “©. E, Chichester. 
SAVANNAH, a aac eos ciksiabls See Sea. Friend Soc’ Vesa Iverson. 
| PENSACOLA, Fla..+. 00+ soe-c0'e.cvseegs . § eo. Mr. Henry C. Cushman, 
* Mosite Ala., epee St..near Water ‘“ ss ‘vee Rev. R.A. Mickle, 
New Oneays, La., ‘Fulton'& Jackson, Presbyterian....cosseo0-... “ R. E, Steele, 
Ban FRANCISCO, Ol co. cce-cvcc-cceees SAN Francisco Port Society ss J. Rowell. 
PBRTEAN, Ore snes tanavrbsvuascesatse Span Sea. Friend Soc’y... ‘* A. Robinson, 


a "Stockholm....cseesces sccsseeeaeJe T. Hedstrom, aon 


a) 


AMES Ww. ELWELL, Dreuionk 
OW. C. STITT, D.D., _ Seoetary. 


“JOHN DWIGHT. Bina 

«|. 63 Wall Street, New York, 

SAMUEL ROWLAND, 

; 47 Water Street, ‘New York. 

FREDERICK STURGES, : 

; 76 Wall Street, New York. f = 3 

GEORGE BELL, _ EDWARD B ‘COE, D. : 
"68 South Street New York. — __ |. 42 West 52nd Street 

WILLIAM C. STURGES, ; i 

j 76 Wall Street, New. York. : f 

DAVID GILLESPIE, ; JAMES. WwW. ELWELL, 

'. Morristown, Nive i ( .. 4% South Street. ‘New Tork. 
EDGAR Li. MARSTON; : BRE OE 
; 33 Wall Street, New York, ey é 
: CHAS. A. STODDARD, DD., 

156 Fifth Avenue, ‘New York. 
WM. BH. STIGER, 

155 Broadway, New York. won 
DANIEL BARNES, “J EROWE a MORSE, U. SN. 


76 Wall Street, New York, 129 St. James Place, Brooklyn, WN 
A. GIFFORD AGNEW, _ FREDERICK T. SHERMAN 
23 West 39th Street, New York. B65 Henry Street, Brooklyn, N. a > 


a Sena OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


ARTICLE Ii, (of the Constitution, )—The object “of this Socte 


‘in i tveis: Cuttm, 8. A., the Mapua mee IcuLaNnp, SwEDEN, Norway, DENMARE 
MANY, HoLLAND, BeLaiumM, Franom Ivsny. and Inpta. A list of the chapiainy HS 
always be ready to heniene the sailor. 1s + ven on the peace page. : 


douor of each yar is informed when and ‘Leetiers it eae and to whom it is entrust: 
whatever of interest isheard from it is coramunicated as far as possible. The whol 
: ber of new libraries’sent out by the Society up to April 1,1898, was 10,479: Cale 
hat ; reshipments, their 557,685 volumes have been accessible to more than 398,215 me Hur 
5 dreds of hopefuls conversions at sea BAYS: been reported as traceable to this bee 


from. Sabbath- Schools, Twenty dollars fucniehe a library. 


Tur Samons’ Home, No. 190 Cherry Street, New York, is a preps of 
and is leased under uae Ease aatry Tor ae tt is Dhsdenpeeed in ae ort. bi , 


bevaperahos octane are held daily. The Leased r receives and cares for the savings of 
as guests and @ ee amount has ee been bate to seamen and their’ families, 


MAGAZINE. 
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